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CHARLTON PARISH COUNCIL  
                                      MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON
   Monday 16th March 2026 at Charlton Church Foxcotte Room at 7.00pm 
 
Present: Cllr Ward Chairman, Cllr Wood, Cllr Tasker, Cllr Wilson, Cllr Curry, Cllr Rawlingson Cllr Summers
In attendance: Borough Councillor Donnelly
 E Attwood – Clerk
 Members of Public 6      
          
1. Apologies for Absence Approved – Cllr Brown, Cllr Mockford, Borough Councillor Lashbrook 
 
2. Declarations of Interest 
    None

3. Minutes - Resolved: The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 16th March 2026 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman of the meeting. All members agreed. 
 
4.Public participation – Comments from resident in regard to possible pedestrianisation of the bridge.
Cllr Ward explained that the surveyor could not determine whether the bridge was safe unless further in-depth investigations took place. The PC had previously decided they would not spend further money on a bridge they didn’t own. (The land the bridge is on is not registered.)
 Residents expressed the following concern.
· Turning out of the exit will be dangerous if the bridge is closed to vehicles, which is why vehicles currently exit over the bridge.
· If the bridge was closed to vehicles, then Hampshire Highways would need to adjust the width of the road access, so vehicles have room to enter and exit at the same time as there is currently room for one vehicle to access the highway at a time.
· Cllr Ward reassured residents that the bridge would not be pedestrianised until Hampshire Highways had been consulted over the situation.

Resolved: Borough Cllr Donnelly will take these concerns to the traffic safety officer and request a site meeting so options can be shared with residents.

Comments about Residential Care Home application. The following concerns were raised.
· Previous application was two storeys high. This residential care home is 2 and 3-storey building will cause light pollution for Charlies Lake.
· Increased traffic using the site as there are 70 beds and 24-hour care with shift work. This would adversely affect Charlies Lake which advertises itself as a secluded and tranquil setting.
· This building overlooks a tranquil private setting which is part of the business and is not in keeping with the bungalows in the area.
· Previous application unable to cope with sewage for 9 homes, how would increasing to 70 plus bathrooms cope.
· Increased traffic noise from deliveries, visitors, and staff
(Discussions by the council will take part in no 10 Planning)

5.Clerk’s Report  
·  Vandalised bus shelter repaired with a polycarbonate panel. 
· Invoices for Newsletter advertisements sent out with outstanding payment chased.
· Highways confirmed they will not put a traffic sensor along Hatherden Road as it is not a service they provide. Action: The Clerk will ask Cllr Donnelly if he can pursue and find out a cost for a sensor wire.
· All residents leading to Charlies Lake received a letter and copy of bridge report.
· Internal audit expected week commencing 10th April.
· No further update on kerbs at Carters Meadow
6. County Cllr Donnelly - The full report can be found in the annex A of these minutes.

7.Charlton Waterside – A volunteer’s group – The Charlton Watersiders – has been formed through the Charlton Village Community Association. The group will maintain the area and will look how the area can be further developed/improved. Action:  The Clerk will ask Groundlord when the tree inspection on T7 for ash die back will be carried out now the ivy has been removed.

8.Lane accessing Charlies Lake and bridge exiting lane (name to identify location) This was discussed in Public Participation item no 4. Resolved: Borough Cllr Donnelly will take these concerns to the traffic safety officer and request a site meeting so options can be shared with residents.


9.Finance -   
9.1The bank balance as of 28th February 2026 was as follows: 
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Resolved: Councillors approved the financial statement and payments for 28th February 2026. 













9.2 Approval of February 2026 payments. 
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Approval of March 2026 payments 
	Andover Glass works
	£424.58

	E Attwood Clerks Pay Feb 6th
	£468.87

	HMRC - Tax &NI
	£142.33

	E Attwood Feb Exp
	£14.58

	
	


Resolved: Cllrs approved February 2026 & March 2026 payments to date. 

10.Planning – 26/00418/FULLN Land at Goch Way- Erection of 70 bed residential care home. Cllrs discussed this application and the planning advisory group will formulate an answer and pass to the Clerk by 31st March. The Clerk will pass a copy of the previous objection to the planning advisory group.

11. Meetings Resolved: 
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on the 20th of April 2026 at 7pm, followed by a shortened PC meeting for urgent matters only. A presentation about climate change and making homes more energy efficient will be on the agenda.

12.1 Representatives for Cllrs responsibilities. Cllr Rawlingson has circulated the matrix, and further amendments have been made.


Resolved: Cllrs responsibilities were agreed and the Clerk will update the Parish Council website.
12.2 Councillor Communications Resolved: It was agreed that all Parish Council business should be carried out via email and that WhatsApp was just alerting emergency’s, arranging lifts to meetings and general comments & questions.

13. Councillor Reports 
13.1Traffic Liaison – Cllr Wilson reported that Hatherden Road didn’t meet the criteria for 20mph. Highways have said they will not place a sensor wire along Hatherden Road and Cllr Donnelly will be asked to find out the cost of a sensor wire.  
15% of all traffic is currently exceeding the speed limit and Cllrs didn’t think this was acceptable.
Action: Cllr Wilson will compare previous stats from the SID for last year with current stats for this year. 

13.2 Rights of way – None

13.3 Maintenance of Restricted byway behind Nursery Cottage - Cllr Ward and Rawlingson have arranged to meet the new Community Ranger.

13.4 Charlton Village Community Association – Cllr Ward reported on the following events.
· Quiz night 21st March.
·  Music event 25th April
14. Correspondence & Meetings. The following items were received.
·  A request from someone outside the Parish expressing concern about a proposed development – directed to their own PC and TVBC online portal to lodge concerns.
· Cllr Ward met with TVBC officers to discuss improvements to Charlton Leisure Centre Café with an adjoining Community Hub. This is currently in the planning stages.
15. Items for next months - TBC

16.Date of next meeting: Please note new time & date.  The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Monday 20th April 2026 in the Foxcotte Room at St Thomas Church at 7pm, directly followed by a Parish Council meeting for essential items to be approved. The Annual Council meeting will be held on Monday 11th May in the Foxcotte Room at St Thomas Church at 7pm.
 
 Annex A - Cllr Donnelly report.
Local Government Reorganisation
We are expecting to hear on 25th March as to what the new boundaries of our new unitary council are. There are three options:
i) Merge Test Valley with New Forest, Southampton, and Eastleigh
ii) Merge Test Valley with New Forest, Winchester, and East Hampshire
iii) Split Test Valley and New Forest and have a mixture of both (i) and (ii)
In the event of option 3 being chosen, the matter would then need to go before the Local Government Boundary Commission, which would delay the process by at least a year. There are also the possibilities of judicial review from any councils who are unhappy, so the timetable is far from certain. We will do what we can to keep things running smoothly and consistently in the meantime.
New Special Educational Needs Unit at Harrow Way School
I have secured an investment of £1.05m for two new classrooms at Harrow Way School, which serves the west of Andover, to cater for children with autism and neurological conditions which require special educational support. The new classrooms will be based on campus and allow the pupils to mix with their colleagues in mainstream education, take part in extracurricular activities and to experience the demands of wider society before they come to the end of their time there, preparing them for work and independent living.
Hosting these classes on mainsteam campuses has been shown to improve grades and life attainment for these students and I’m delighted that Andover has been successful in obtaining this provision. It is also a huge vote of confidence in Harrow Way as a high performing school.
Penton Sawmill
Having consulted Cllr Lashbrook as Borough Councillor, I have called in the Penton Sawmill planning application to the HCC Regulatory Committee for a decision, on the basis that planning permissions for waste and recycling facilities sit with Hampshire CC. I expect to hear shortly if it will be accepted.
A342 Working Group
I am still trying to obtain traffic data from the A342 but am having issues in getting a response from Traffic Safety. I will keep plugging away and now have a meeting arranged with the Cabinet Member in the next few weeks to discuss it. I will let the working group know more in due course.
Dauntsey Lane and Fyfield Road bridge flooding
The bridges at Fyfield Road and Dauntsey Lane which repeatedly flood after heavy rain have now been inspected and the sumps cleaned out. They will be inspected again in the summer and new pipes fitted where they are broken. This will not solve the issue completely, as the flooding is caused by runoff of silt from local fields, but it will hopefully help whilst we await a longer-term solution to the problem.
Thruxton Road Repairs
The A303 Slip Road from the westbound carriageway to Wiremead Lane was resurfaced last month, resolving a long-standing poor surface. Work will now turn to repairs to Wiremead Lane past the White Horse and Amesbury Road up to Rosebourne. This will be done once the Southern Water tankers are gone for the summer.
In addition, the drain which floods at Mullenspond has been jetted and cleaned, and a new drain will be installed there in the summer.
Tackling fly-tipping: stronger national powers to back up Hampshire’s tough approach
We very much welcome this week’s announcement from Government setting out new guidance to help councils crack down even harder on fly-tipping. With 1.26 million incidents recorded across England last year, this is a crime that damages our countryside, costs taxpayers money, and frustrates communities who take pride in where they live.
Hampshire already has an excellent track record for prosecuting offenders, naming, and shaming those responsible, and seizing vehicles used in waste crime. These new national measures will strengthen our hand even further.
The guidance gives councils clear instructions on how to identify, seize and, where appropriate, crush vehicles used to dump waste. It also encourages the use of CCTV, drones.
and ANPR to catch offenders in the act and sets out how councils can take stronger cases to court and secure convictions against vehicle owners.
National figures show councils seized 139 vehicles last year and carried out 572,000 enforcement actions — an 8% increase — including 69,000 fixed penalty notices. The direction of travel is clear: tougher enforcement, more prosecutions, and greater transparency about those who blight our communities.
For Hampshire residents, this means even more robust action against those who think they can dump waste and get away with it. Every prosecution, every seized vehicle, and every offender publicly held to account helps protect our countryside and keeps our communities cleaner and safer.
Hampshire County Council Budget 2026/27
At the end of last month Hampshire County Council considered our budget for 2026/27 — a £3.3 billion plan that keeps essential services running for all 1.45 million residents from April.
This is one of the most difficult budgets we have ever had to prepare. Demand for social care is rising sharply, the cost of school transport for children with special educational needs and disabilities has almost doubled in four years, and Hampshire has been hit hard by the Government’s latest funding settlement. Over the next three years, we will lose almost £40 million a year in Government grants — leaving us the lowest funded shire county in England per head of population.
Why the pressure is so severe.
Adult Social Care:
· The cost of residential and nursing care for older people has risen by £20 million in just 12 months.
· We are supporting an extra 45 older residents every month.
· As people live longer, more families turn to us when their loved ones’ savings run out.
School Transport for Children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities:
· By 2026/27, the cost will have almost doubled in four years, from £43 million to £83 million.
· This is a statutory service — we cannot reduce it, nor should we.
What we’ve already done - we are leaving no stone unturned.
· £95 million in savings delivered this year.
· A further £40 million expected before year end.
Every efficiency, every new way of working, every opportunity to save money is being pursued.
This work has already reduced our 2026/27 budget gap by almost £40 million — but reserves cannot continue to prop up essential services indefinitely.
The Choice on Council Tax
This year we have supported a 4.99% increase.
This is within the maximum allowed without a referendum. It includes a 2% adult social care precept. It helps stabilise our position while we continue to push for fairer funding and explore every remaining lever — including closer working with the NHS to share the burden of social care more fairly. There are still levers we can pull to reduce both the scale and the need for future increases.
Investing in Hampshire’s future: £971 million capital programme
Alongside the revenue budget, Cabinet will also consider a major capital investment programme — funded by developer contributions and Government grants — totalling £971 million from 2026/27. This programme improves Hampshire’s infrastructure and reduces long term costs by providing services closer to home.
Key proposals include:
· £187 million. New and extended school buildings
· £49 million. High Needs SEND provision.
· £71 million. Children’s social care, including a new secure children’s home.
· £178 million. Roads and bridges: structural maintenance and improvements
· £216 million. Integrated Transport Plan schemes
· £124 million. Condition based improvements to school buildings.
· £47 million. Waste and recycling facilities - to allow Hampshire to recycle plastics.
National Cyber Crime and Fraud website
Cyber-crime and fraud now make up around half of all crime in the UK, affecting millions of people and costing the economy billions every year. With scams becoming more sophisticated, it’s vital that residents know where to turn if something goes wrong.
The City of London Police has now launched Report Fraud – the new national service for reporting cyber-crime and fraud across England, Wales and Northern Ireland. This replaces Action Fraud and provides a single, modern gateway for victims, businesses and organisations to get help and ensure reports reach the right place.
If you ever fall victim to cyber-crime or fraud, please report it here:
UK’s Home for Reporting Cyber Crime & Fraud – Report Fraud: https://www.reportfraud.police.uk
They’ll guide you through what happened and make sure your report goes straight to the police.
The new service includes:
· A 24/7 online reporting tool and dedicated Report Fraud Contact Centre
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Bank Reconciliation

Treasurers  936.14 £             

Business 26,783.04 £        

95 day notice account 62,412.26 £        

Closing Balance as at 2nd March 2026 90,131.44 £        
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E Attwood Clerks Pay January £468.87

HMRC - Tax &NI £142.33

HALC Training course/Brown/Mockford/Curry VAT £64.20

Ground Lord £2,348.42

E Attwood Exp January £14.58

Hugo Fox - e mail £23.98

Currys Black ink £18.99

B& M Staionery/folders /polypockets/paper £23.70

Jemma Lawrence £200.00

Hugo Fox Website Feb £23.99


