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1 Beaumont Parish Council Grants Policy 

1.1 Beaumont Parish Council is funded by the residents of Beaumont Parish primarily through the precept within the council tax paid by the residents of Beaumont Parish. 
1.2 The Parish Council is governed by rules set out in the Local Government Act 1972 (section 137).
1.3 The Parish Council sets it budget annually and decides how much money it will set aside for grants each year. 
1.4 Beaumont Parish Council has a responsibility to the electorate to ensure these funds are spent to assist community organisations located and working in Beaumont Parish for the benefit of the community. The council will achieve this by way of its Grant Awarding Policy which is decided against set criteria, which can be amended periodically and is reviewed annually by Beaumont Parish Council Committee. 
1.5 Beaumont Parish Council is committed to following best practice in its Grant Awarding Policy. It will do this by providing sustainable funding and support to voluntary and community groups. It will endeavour to provide value for money for local taxpayers and to make every attempt to ensure that public money is allocated in a responsible manner within Beaumont Parish or for the direct benefit of the people of Beaumont Parish. 
1.6 In order for the Council to be able to assess applications rationally and objectively all applications will be assessed against a range of criteria. These are designed to be a general indication of need, are not exclusive and can be applied flexibly. 
1.7 All Grant Applications are to be submitted by completing Part 1 of the approved Beaumont Parish Grants Application Form on page 5 to this policy.  Electronic versions are also available to download via the Parish Council website or by contacting the Parish Clerk. Applications by any other means will not be accepted.

2 Summary of the main criteria 

2.1 Grants will be given on the basis of need, merit and contribution to the local community.
2.2  Applicants must clearly show how any assistance given will benefit the people living within the parish or will benefit the environment of the parish.
2.3 Any assistance given will be subject to monitoring and subsequent evaluation of the outcome of the grant.
2.4  Grant applications received from organisations outside the parish will be reviewed against the number of parishioners who would benefit. 
2.5 Organisations should not presume that funding will continue on a year-to-year basis.

3 The Aims of the Council’s Grant Making Policy

3.1  	Beaumont Parish Council provides grant funding to support the following aims: 

3.1.1 To enable local people to participate in voluntary groups and activities. 
3.1.2 To help the Beaumont’s voluntary groups to improve their effectiveness. 
3.1.3 To ensure the continuity and the provision of services via the voluntary sector. 
3.1.4 To ensure that there is equality of access and opportunity for all Beaumont Parish residents to the services it provides and funds. 
3.1.5 To improve or enhance the local environment.
3.1.6 To achieve value for money.
3.1.7 Beaumont Parish Council defines a voluntary group as a non-profit making organisation, set up and run by a voluntary, unpaid management committee. 

4 The Grants Process Eligibility 

4.1 To apply for a Parish Council grant you must be a charity, community group or local voluntary organisation with a constitution and dedicated bank account, operating or providing a service to the community of Beaumont Parish. Your accounts must be available for the public to view. 
4.2 To ensure consistency all grant applications should be made on the application form provided. 

5 Key Criteria 

5.1 The group/project has followed our grants process and meets our requirements and grant giving policy. 
5.2 Level of benefit to Beaumont and the perceived impact the grant will make. 
5.3 Evidence of a well- managed group including previous experience and track record.
5.4 Evidence of financial sustainability and viability of group and/or project.
5.5 Where applicable, evidence that funding has been sought from other sources and the level of any match funding available. 
5.6 Whether the group has received a grant from Beaumont Parish Council in the past. 
5.7 If applicable, a set of audited up to date accounts to be submitted with the application.
5.8 Groups accounts to be publicly available for scrutiny.
5.9 Grants MUST be spent in-year, they are not to be pooled for a longer-term project.

6  Beaumont Parish Council will not fund the following: 

6.1 Organisations that do not provide a service to the community of Beaumont. 
6.2 General appeals.
6.3 Statutory organisations or the direct replacement of statutory funding.
6.4  Political groups or activities promoting political beliefs.
6.5 Religious groups where funding is to be used to promote religious beliefs. 
6.6 Arts & sports projects with no community or charitable element.
6.7 Medical research equipment or treatment. 
6.8 Projects that take place before an application can be decided. 
6.9 Organisations that have a closed or restricted membership. 
6.10  Commercial organisations for commercial purposes.

7 Grant Types 

7.1 There are three types of grant funding available to ensure that the parish council can provide the most sustainable support to the community. 

7.1.1 Revenue grants. These grants must be applied for by 1 November of the preceding year.  The total sum of these grants will not exceed £1500.  Several independent and unrelated revenue grant applications can be submitted but the cumulative total must not exceed £1500. These grants are available to community organisations which provide a significant service to the community. They are given to support the groups’ normal running costs and can also be used to match funding to other funding bodies. Groups wishing to receive a revenue grant need to complete an application form and may need to provide additional supporting information. The Council may need to hold a meeting with the group to discuss its needs and the level of support requested. Groups in receipt of a revenue grant may need to complete an annual monitoring form and may also be asked to attend a review meeting to ensure that funding continues to meet the Parish Council’s priorities. Groups will be informed if their application has been fully/partially approved or rejected by receipt of Part 2 of the approved Beaumont Parish Grants Application Form. Groups receiving a revenue grant will be given 6 months’ notice of any change to their grant funding arrangements.  
7.1.2 Small grants. These grants are usually for less than £250 and are normally offered on a one-off basis to support a particular project, event, activity or the purchase of equipment. They are also open to new groups wishing to start up and receive a small contribution towards their running costs. Small grants can be applied for at any time. Groups will be informed if their application has been fully/partially approved or rejected by receipt of Part 2 of the approved Beaumont Parish Grants Application Form. 
7.1.3 Urgent Grants. In exceptional circumstances Beaumont Parish Council will consider applications for urgent funding. Groups wishing to apply must complete an application form which will be considered at the next available Parish Council meeting. The application should explain the reason for urgency. The maximum financial contribution towards these applications will be decided on a case-by-case basis. Groups will be informed if their application has been fully/partially approved or rejected by receipt of Part 2 of the approved Beaumont Parish Grants Application Form. 

8 The Application Process 

8.1 Applications for grants should be made on the application form as outlined above. 
8.2 Grant applications are available from the Parish Clerk or from the Council’s website.  The Clerk is also available by appointment to assist any group having difficulties completing the application form. 
8.3 All grant applications will be assessed by the committee and ratified at the next or most appropriate Council meeting. 
8.4 All applicants will be notified in writing of Council’s decision as outlined above. 

9 Payment Timetable 

9.1 Successful applicants for revenue grants will receive funding in the financial year following their application, with payment being made at the Annual Parish meeting in April.
9.2 Successful applicants for small grants will receive their award at the next scheduled Annual Parish meeting, depending on which month the grant was approved. 
9.3 Successful applicants for urgent grants will normally receive payment within 1 month of the grant decision. 
9.4 Grants will only be paid by cheque, made out to the named organisation.
 
10 Monitoring and Reporting Requirements 

10.1 It is a condition of the grant that all organisations in receipt of a grant complete the evaluation form provided. Failure to do so may affect any future grant funding applications. 
10.2 Groups are expected to provide Beaumont Parish Council with written evidence of what the money has been spent on and the benefit it has brought to the people of Beaumont. Such evidence of how the money has been spent should include copies of invoices and receipts. This information should be submitted within 1 month of the event/project end or by the end of March each year whichever is sooner, so that it can be reported by the committee at the Annual Parish Meeting in May. 

11 Conditions Attached to all Grant Payments

11.1 The grant can only be used for the purpose stated in the application and the Council reserves the right to reclaim any grant not being used for the specified purpose of the application. 
11.2 Applications for projects where the work has already been completed will not be considered. 
11.3 Grants will not be supported for the repayment of loans or cost of services, equipment or provisions in anticipation of a grant. 
11.4 Small and Revenue grants must be spent by the end of the financial year. Any unspent monies left after this time must be returned. 
11.5 Organisations are responsible for ensuring that they are in compliance with all applicable legal and statutory requirements (including those relating to health and safety and equalities). 
11.6 Should for any reason the organisation disbands, or the project is not completed the Council may ask for all or part of the monies to be paid back. 
11.7 Acknowledgement of the financial support received from the Council is encouraged within the organisation’s promotional material, including websites. 
11.8 In order to receive payment organisations/groups must have a bank account into which grants can be paid; payments will not be made to private individuals. 

12 Exceptional Circumstances Conditions 

12.1 Beaumont Parish Council may attach additional conditions to grant funding as they deem appropriate. These will be set out in the award confirmation letter. 
12.2 Failure to comply with any conditions attached to a grant may result in Beaumont Parish Council requesting that the grant to be repaid which could affect future grant assistance.



[image: ]
2

image1.emf
Title: First Name: Last Name:

Address:

Email:

Telephone No:

Organisation Name:



Beaumont Parish Grants Application Form - Part 1                                                                                                 Version 1.1



Application Type:

Date Required By:



Reference No (if applicable):



Are any grants being received via other donations? Yes / No * (delete as applicable)

Please provide a brief summary of Project:



Who will benefit from this project?



Small Grant / Revenue Grant / Urgent Grant * (delete as applicable)

Title of Project:



Sum Requested:



Organisations Contribution:



If Yes, how much:



I/we understand the conditions of the Beaumont Parish Council Grants Policy and that 

the grant will only be used for the purposes listed above. If the project is not 

completed or the grant has not been used in its entirety by the end of the financial 

year any unspent monies will be returned to Beaumont Parish Council.  I/we 

understand that evidence of receipts may be requested by Beaumont Parish Council 

for audit purposes.



Beaumont Parish Grants Application Form - Part 2 (For use by Beaumont Parish Council)

Declaration:

Amount Granted:



Fully Approved / Partially Approved / Not Approved / Approved with Restriction*



Signature of Applicant:

BPC Reference:



Application Decision:



*Restrictions if Applicable:



Date Applicant Informed:

Name:

Signature:


