


[bookmark: _Hlk71306648]Minutes of the Meeting of
Carlton-on-Trent Parish Council held on
Tuesday 4th February 2025 at 7.30pm 
in Carlton on Trent Village Hall

Present: 
Cllr L Hopkins (Chair), Cllr M Martin (Vice-Chair), Cllr M Eley, Cllr G Hendrickson, Cllr J Mear, Cllr G Paton, T Grimes (Clerk) and CCllr B Laughton.

1. To consider any apologies for absence
SM gave apologies, having another meeting to attend.

2. To receive any declarations of interest in items on the agenda
MM declared an interest in the clerk’s wages.

3. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held Tuesday 7th January 2025 
The minutes were accepted as a true record and duly signed by the chair.

4. 10-minute open forum to receive questions and comments from members of the public 
ME, having reported Bell Lane potholes a second time, was able to inform council that they had been patched.
GH reported that there had been fly tipping on the slip road and asked how to report it. The clerk confirmed that NSDC website had a page for reporting fly tipping. MM added that he had reported littering on the slip road to National Highways because it had appeared during the period the slip road was closed for road works.
JM reported another fire had occurred on One Acre on Thursday evening. The fire brigade attended. LH explained that Land Registry is not up to date for the change in ownership and therefore the Fire Brigade can’t instruct the owners to cease and desist. Now that there is a planning application in, it is hoped that the owners can be tracked down and warned of the seriousness of a fire beside the A1.

5. To note matters arising from previous minutes 
a. Hedgehog Highways
There has still been no response.
b. Kiosk Disconnection
The clerk contacted Npower as requested but reported having not received a response.
c. Gov.uk Domain
The clerk reported no change regarding email addresses.
d. A1 Slip Road 
The clerk reported having gone back to local Highways regarding the poor signage highlighted by National Highways. They asked for photographs which have been submitted but no further comment has been received.

e. Speed Trap
The clerk reported having requested the police attend with the speed trap. This had taken place 30th January 11.30-12.30 identifying two offences. The operation will be repeated in Summer.
f. New Residents’ Leaflet
The clerk reported having checked the leaflet and found only two out of date items, these being The Great Northern Inn which is at present closed and the Parish Council email address which is now a gov.uk address. It is hoped the pub will reopen and whilst the org.uk domain is owned (until 2026) there is a forwarding service in operation. It was therefore felt the present leaflet should remain in use. 
MM reported having contacted the resident delivering these and confirmed they are happy to continue. A number of leaflets were returned for councillor use, which LH now holds. MM confirmed having several leaflets as well.

LH asked about the tarmac and bollard left in the hedge bottom by Highways. The clerk had reported this and Louise Poole-Richardson was going to contact the team. The clerk was asked to report it again.

6. To receive updates on any District and County Councillor matters
CCllr BL explained the recent announcements regarding Local Government Reform. The Secretary of State has confirmed it is going ahead which will mean abolishing the seven District and Borough Councils in the County. The City Council and the County Council must now put forward proposals for achieving this and becoming two Unitary Authorities. It will affect parishes – it is likely the County Council will devolve some responsibilities to Parish level. The City Council is failing in many areas and has a £150M shortfall. It is currently being run by three commissioners rather than its councillors, having made huge losses on the Castle, Robin Hood Energy and Broadmarsh Centre. The Government prefer authorities to have 500,000+ residents. The County Council is over this at 650,000 but the City is below at 350,000 so it will look to extend it’s boundary to go above 500,000. It is thought this will result in the removal of a lot of band G & H properties from the County Council by taking over areas of Broxtowe, Rushcliffe and Gedling. Losing these areas will reduce the County Council income by 20-25%, so Council Tax is likely to rise. The County Council will submit a proposal for no change to the boundary by end of March. There will not be any consultation on the matter the Secretary of State will decide the outcome. If the no change model is approved, The Authorities will come into operation in 2027. If the changed boundaries model is approved it will be 2028. Losing the Districts and Boroughs should save £50-70M per year in sale of buildings, staff reductions and such. However, this will not off-set Council Tax increases, it will go to central Government. It will not affect the elections in May and it will be completed before the next General Election.
CCllr BL reported that this will not affect any East Midlands Combined Mayoral Authority activities. The funding will continue over the three years as planned. Mayor Claire Ward has received some funding already and attracted an extra £8.5M for highways. £3.5m has been committed to improve rural transport and be done through Notts on Demand. £66M has been received for capital projects and will go on highways improvements. This is for major works like the A614 redesign, not for pothole repairs. 
CCllr BL confirmed that The County portion o fthe Council Tax will rise by 4.84%.
LH asked if CCllr BL was aware of any District matters in DCllr SMs absence. He reported that the Liberal Democrats and Greens have removed themselves from the coalition.

7. To receive feedback from meetings/training attended
GP reported attending the SNG meeting. There was little to report – once again all parishes were complaining about speeding and there has been a spate of vans being broken into for tools.

8. To consider matters related to flooding 
There was discussion about recent river levels reaching a high but thankfully no residential buildings were affected.

9. To report on any ongoing issues from Pears’ lorries
There was nothing to report because cold weather keeps people indoors and reduces the smell.

10. To receive updates relating to Great North Road Solar Farm
a. Joint Parishes Action Group
LH reported that there will be a meeting on Febraury 6th to speak to the consultant. GP offered to accompany LH as it was felt there would be a lot of information to absorb. 
The clerk had received a request for commitment to pay £805 towards the consultant and had responded saying that having already set the next budget, the council could only commit to pay £689 plus any donations received and would discuss the matter further at the February meeting. The response from JPAG was that payments could be made over three years, enabling the budget to be set for the third year to include any short fall. It was agreed that residents will be asked to donate via contacting LH and that this could be done anonymously. It was felt donations would make up any short fall and so the council need not commit to £805 as this may change if other councils decided to join and contribute. The commitment of £689 plus contributions was therefore considered appropriate.
LH reported that JPAG had penned a letter to go to the MP, Notts County Council representatives and Newark & Sherwood representatives to urge them to place a limit on solar acreage within the district.  Councillors felt this was a positive move. They also felt a letter from the Parish Council should go to a similar distribution list highlighting the concerns for Carlton and urging them to raise the issues and represent local opinion at every opportunity. The concerns listed should include size, flood risk, food security and cumulative impact. The clerk was asked to draft the letter.

b. Phase 2 Consultation
LH reported having attended several consultation meetings raising a number of questions. No councillors felt they had received a convincing response regarding flood risk which remains the biggest concern. It was felt that it wouldn’t be possible to devise a response prior to knowing what the consultant was advising – ie after Thursday’s JPAG meeting. It was felt that an extraordinary meeting should be called for this purpose. It was agreed to meet 14th February at 7pm. 
c. Any other matters
None.


11. To consider setting a date for a litter pick
The clerk reported that NSDCs latest newsletter was promoting litter picks and the Great British Spring Clean is 15th-31st March. The date was set for Saturday 22nd March at 10am. The clerk was asked to request sacks.

12. To consider responding to the following planning consultations
a. 24/01284/FUL – One Acre Equestrian Facility
MM noted that plans included a sunken septic tank yet the Environmental officer had made no comment on this. MMs research suggested it was not permitted in an area prone to flooding.
There was discussion about the frequency of flooding on the plot and suggestions that the submitted flood report was disingenuous, stating the pluvial risk to be low.  It was felt that this change could increase flood risk for others in the village.
Highways issues were raised with concerns about the access for horse boxes requiring the protected tree being removed. 
The blocked drain was a concern as the owners had shown no riparian responsibility to date. 
It was felt livestock management on an unmanned area would be lacking given that the owners had been totally irresponsible regarding fires on the site. It was therefore likely that the welfare of animals in flood situations would become the responsibility of the fire brigade and RSPCA. 
It was noted that in previous discussions with planning, they had said hard core affected the permeability and any delivery of hardcore prior to a planning application being submitted should therefore be reported. 
It was felt that planning for a bungalow had already been refused on the basis of flooding – a powered stable block with changing facilities should therefore result in the same response.

RESOLVED: To object to the change on the points raised above.
(proposed LH, seconded MM, carried unanimously) 

b. 25/00049/S73 – Stable house variation of conditions
MM suggested the changes proposed were to better match the vernacular.
 
RESOLVED: To support the changes to conditions.
(proposed MM, seconded ME, carried unanimously) 

13. To consider responding to the following correspondence:
a. Elston PC - 20 is plenty 
It was felt that no-one stuck to the 30MPH speed limit and it couldn’t be policed. There was discussion as to whether 20MPH may make people slow down – perhaps not to 20 but nearer to 30, however the consensus was that it wouldn’t make any difference because in Wales many of the 20 limits were being lifted. It was therefore felt that this was not of interest.


14. To consider responding to the following consultations:
a. Notts CC – Waste Local Plan
It was felt that the document was difficult to understand without specialist knowledge and therefore it wasn’t possible to respond.
b. NALC – Standards in Public Office
It was agreed that change is needed; at present there is no accountability and sanctions are needed. However, the level of sanctions was a personal opinion and therefore councillors should respond individually.
15. To consider the following financial matters
a. To approve the newsletter re precept and solar donations 
MM had devised a newsletter for discussion. A couple of minor changes were made during the meeting.

RESOLVED: To add details of how to donate towards solar farm related expenses and then to deliver the newsletter as soon as possible.
(proposed LH, seconded MM, carried unanimously)

a. To note the bank reconciliation
This was circulated before the meeting so it was checked by the chair and signed.
b. To approve the following payments 
i. Clerk’s wages – January 
The clerk had circulated the hours worked in January. Although it amounted to 21 hrs 19 mins the overtime would be taken from the hours banked ready for the year end and the regular payment for 20 hours would be appropriate. 

RESOLVED: To make the above payment.
(proposed LH, seconded ME, carried unanimously, MM did not vote)

ii. Village Hall – February hire – £10.00
iii. Notts ALC fees - £99.13

RESOLVED: To make the above payments.
(proposed LH, seconded MM, carried unanimously)

16. To raise any other business which may need to be included on the agenda of the next meeting
There was no other business.
17. To note the date of the next meeting 
The next meeting will be the extra meeting purely to discuss the solar farm on 14th February at 7pm.
The next regular meeting will be on 4th March 2025 at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 21.18
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