RECYCLING PLASTIC

Only 7% of the contents of our green kerbside bins are plastic bottles, with mixed plastics adding a further 6% of the total; so in fact, a small fraction.  But this 13% is the source of a large proportion of the contamination that can cause your recycling to end up in landfill. 

WISH-CYCLING
It’s a familiar scene: you stand at the bin, plastic container in hand, and wonder: “Can I recycle this?”
We tend to throw it in the recycling bin anyway, in the hope that some unknown person, somewhere else, will sort it out. Recyclers call this aspirational recycling or wish-cycling.
While wish-cycling might be a well-intentioned habit in an increasingly confusing world of recycling, it often does more harm than good and has consequences that impact global recycling. 

Early in the recycling plant process, workers have to manually remove bulky items and other contaminants; sometimes very inappropriate things like car parts, bicycles, buckets, garden hoses, working smartphones and laptops. This less than ideal situation - operations halting or slowing as workers remove incorrect items by hand (actual rubbish or wish-cycled items, which get sent to landfill anyway) - is actually a best-case scenario, as incompatible items not removed here cause bigger problems down the line. For example, plastic bags can get wrapped around the cogs and clog up the equipment causing the system to shut down.

However the operators obviously cannot check visually whether every plastic item is 100% recyclable and so batches are found to be contaminated at the last stage of the process when the newly created recycled product is of too low quality to be saleable and goes straight to landfill. 

Ultimately, wish-cycling diminishes the quality of the recycled end-product. Even small amounts of contaminants can ruin an entire batch. Once this happens it is unable to be processed, manufacturers don’t want to buy it, and recyclers are forced to send valuable material to landfill. And recycling businesses are not charities, they need to make a profit.

FOOD RESIDUE
Please remember to rinse out your bottles and jars; it really does help the process to succeed.

RECYCLING SYMBOLS  [image: Mobius Loop label]
The numbered recycling symbol on the bottom of a plastic product do not necessarily indicate that the item can be recycled. That number surrounded by chasing arrows is a resin identification code and is the key to successful plastic recycling. If you can, please take 5 minutes to look these up.  You may find it helpful to print the information and keep it where you store your recycling.
As a quick guide the most commonly recyclable plastics are:
· 1 – Polyethylene Terephthalate (PET) – water bottles and plastic trays
· 2 – High Density Polyethylene (HDPE) – milk cartons and shampoo bottles
· 5 – Polypropylene (PP) – margarine tubs and ready-meal trays

And lastly …
Top items that people wrongly think can be recycled in their green bin
· Cling Film
· Bubble Wrap
· Hand soap pump dispenser tops 
· Kitchen roll paper (too short-fibred and also likely to be a source of contamination) The roll itself can be recycled.
· Non-paper gift wrap
· Coffee cups
· Plastic bags
· Tissues
· Wine glasses 
· Glass cookware
· Window glass
· Straws
· Greasy takeaway pizza boxes (but if the lid is clean then it can go into the green bin)
· Soft plastic/laminated foil packaging such as pet food and baby food pouches
· Photo paper
· Nail varnish bottles
· Crisp packets
· Post-it notes (too sticky)
· Shampoo bottles and food containers that have not been rinsed
· Tissue boxes where the plastic insert has not been removed

We hope that you are finding this series of articles helpful.  We remain open to comments about the kerbside recycling service, and especially any suggestions as to how we can improve our rates of recycling at the very local level. Please email, with ‘RECYCLING’ in the subject line to
cheselbournecag@gmail.com
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Thank you.
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