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CHARLTON PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 11th May.
 2026 at Charlton Church Foxcotte Room at 7.00pm
 
Present: Cllr Ward, Cllr Woods, Cllr Wilson, Cllr Summers, Cllr Tasker, Cllr Mockford,
Cllr Rawlingson

In attendance:  E Attwood – Clerk          0 members of public 
                 
1. Apologies for Absence – Borough Cllr Lashbrook & County Cllr Donnelly.

2.1 Election of Chairman – Cllr Ward was proposed by Cllr Summers Seconded by Cllr   Woods. All members agreed.
Resolved: Cllr Ward was elected Chairman and signed the declaration of acceptance.

2. 2 Election of Vice Chairman: Cllr Woods was proposed by Cllr Rawlingson and seconded by Cllr Ward All members agreed.
Resolved: Cllr Woods was elected Vice Chairman.

3. Election of Representatives	  
· [bookmark: _Hlk169967978]Emergency Resilience Planning - Cllr Woods & Cllr Ward 
· [bookmark: _Hlk169968001]Traffic & Speed watch - Cllr Wilson & Cllr Ward
· Communications - Cllr Wilson, Cllr Ward & Cllr Summers
· Community Hub – Cllr Ward, Cllr Woods & Cllr Tasker
· Planning – Cllr Summers, Cllr Rawlingson, Cllr Tasker
· Neighbourhood Plan - Cllr Ward & Cllr Rawlingson
· Book Exchange – Cllr Woods, Cllr Mockford
· Charlton Lakes – Cllr Ward, Cllrs Summers, Cllr Tasker, Cllr Rawlingson
· Charlton Waterside – Cllr Ward, Cllr Wilson & Cllr Woods
· CVCA Liaison – Cllr Ward
· Footpaths & Rights Away – Cllr Rawlingson, Cllr Wilson, Cllr Woods
· Wider Local Government Initiatives – Cllr Ward & Cllr Rawlingson

4. Declarations of Interest
4.1 There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

4.2 Cllrs were asked to confirm whether their Register of Interests form required updating. Resolved Cllrs confirmed there were no changes to their declaration of pecuniary interests. The Clerk will advise TVBC.

5.Minutes - Resolved: The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 20th April 2026 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman of the meeting. All members agreed.

6. Public participation – None










7. Clerk’s Report 
    
Two Cllrs have resigned & TVBC have been notified & notices placed on noticeboard.
Internal Audit report circulated with no actions for this year and two new additional items to be completed in line with legislation before the end of the year.
Data Protection training for all Cllrs (Clerk holds qualification with certificate)
New Auditor currently being sought for next year.
Reminder of outstanding Highways matters that need chasing sent,

Website Accessibility Statement & ICO Scheme of Publication added to website before Internal Audit to ensure compliance.

Charlton Waterside T7 will be inspected when it is in full leaf June/July to ascertain whether further tree work is required.

8. Policy renewals - Resolved: Cllrs approved and reviewed the following
· Standing Orders updated, 
· Financial Regulations,  
· Risk Management Policy
· Asset Register and 
· Annual meetings dates. 
· Review of Insurance Policy - Resolved: Cllrs agreed it is fit for purpose and
·  all Cllrs confirmed they have not been subject to investigation, by the Charity Commission or any other regulatory body
· All Cllrs confirmed they have had no insurance claims against them in the last five years
· All Cllrs confirmed they were not aware of any circumstances which might lead to claim against them.

9.1 County Cllr Donnelly – No report due to county council elections being imminent.

9.2 Borough Cllr L Lashbrook – No report 

10. Finance -  
10.1The bank balance as of 30th April 2026 was as follows: 

[image: ]

 
	HMRC TAX & NI
	£142.33

	E Attwood salary March
	£468.69

	Lightatouch- Tim Light Internal Auditor
	£400.00

	E Attwood Expenses March Plus Auditor travel
	£64.98

	HALC Subs
	£680.00

	Hugo Fox e mails 11
	£23.98

	Info Comm
	£47.00

	Hugo Fox Website
	£23.99


			
					
Resolved: Councillors approved the financial statement and payments for April 2026



10.2 Approval of May 2026 payments to date:
  Clear Insurance                                                                     £955.58
  E Attwood Expenses                                                               £14.58
  E Attwood -Salary                                                                  £585.87
  C Ward – Expenses                                                                £20.80

Resolved: Cllrs approved April & May 2026 payments to date and reconfirmed the long-standing monthly allowance of £10 for clerks’ electricity, internet and telephone use.


10.3 Internal Auditor letter – The letter was discussed and no immediate action was identified. To meet assertion 10 next year the internal auditor advised, Data Protection training and a Data Audit is required. A new internal auditor will also need to be appointed following the current auditor’s retirement.
 
10.4 Effectiveness of Internal Audit – Councillors found the internal audit process and report effective and were satisfied with the outcome.

10.5 Declaration of conflict of interest with BDO External Auditor -
 
Resolved: Councillors confirmed that there was no conflict of interest with BDO the external auditor, and the form was signed by the Chairman.
 
10.6 Approval to sign Section 1 of the Annual Governance Accounting Statement.
Section 1: The Clerk reported that copies of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return had been sent to all members by e-mail. All Internal objectives were answered yes.
Resolved: That Charlton Parish Council agree that to the best of their knowledge and belief all Section 1 governance statements for the year ending 31st March 2026 are true and the Chairman signed the statement.
 
10.7 Approval to sign Section 2 of the Annual Governance Accounting Statement.
The Clerk reported that copies of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return had been sent to all members by e-mail & the statement was agreed by the Council and the Chairman signed the statement.
 
Resolved: That the Parish Council agree that to the best of their knowledge and belief all Section 2 accounting statements for the year ending 31st March 2026 are true.

10.8 Advertisement of Notice of Public Rights of unaudited accounts
 The Clerk will place the notice on 2nd June to commence the inspection period on 03 June with the inspection period ending on 14th July 2026.

10.9 Review of investments – Resolved: Councillors reviewed the 90-day notice savings account rates and approved continuing the investment.

10.10 Statement Check – Resolved: Cllr Woods checked the statement against the accounts and confirmed that the figures matched.

11 Planning   Cllrs discussed the following applications.

11.1 26/00769/FULLN Tillers Patch 41Foxcotte Road – No Objection
11.2 26/00418/FULLN Land at Goch Way- Objection to 70 bed residential care home – Cllr Rawlingson reported that further documents have been added to TVBC online portal and evidence of bore holes can be seen.

12. Approval to purchase a replacement defibrillator. Resolved: Cllrs approved a replacement iPad SPR Semi-Automatic Defibrillator for £1451.00 from Wel Medical. The Clerk reported it would be ordered at the start of June to replace the one that is ten years old.


13.Councillor Reports
13.1 Traffic Liaison – Cllr Wilson circulated the previous month’s Speed watch figures alongside those from the previous year for comparison. Cllrs discussed and Cllr Wilson will only circulate the statistics in future months if there are major changes.  This month the figures show approximately 200 vehicle movements between 27 - 29 April which is exceptionally low.  The reason for this is unknown. 


13.2 Footpaths & Rights away – Cllr Ward reported that he had raised concerns at the Pan Parish Forum meeting with SWA about tankers parking in Charlton, noting that they were breaching their own rules and should be parking at the Portway Industrial Estate.  It was reported that the footpath to Hatherden across the fields does not currently require cutting back.
.
13.3 Charlton Village Community Association – Cllr Ward reported 
· That the CVCA outdoor music event will not be taking place and that £500 will be refunded from the CVCA. 
· Music in the Church was an enjoyable event
· Christmas event will be 29th/30th November as a joint event with the church.
· CVCD are looking for volunteers for the Community Day in July.

13.4 Communication update – The new Charlton Village website will use the .org domain and act as a simple portal linking to other village group websites. It was suggested that Charlton Chat meet with the administrator.
13.5 Action Tracker
· Community Hub – Awaiting circulation of Community Hub brief with the hope that planning permission is approved within two years.
· Charlton Waterside – Awaiting a proposal to improve the site and make it more accessible. T7 to be inspected in the summer. 
Cllr Ward reminded Cllrs to view and update as necessary.
13.6 Foxcotte Lake progress – Cllr Ward reported he had sent the request to TVBC and they were originally prevented from restocking by the Environment Agency. TVBC are currently investigating whether it is possible to restock with fish. Cllrs commented that the lake was overrun with lilies which need culling.
14. Correspondence & Meetings. A request was received to advertise affordable housing in the Charlton newsletter. Councillors considered this inappropriate given the level of new housing expected in and around the parish.

15. Items for next months –
· Using a shared area to collaborate e.g. google, 
· Review of planning terms and conditions, 
· Bridge at Charlies Lake entrance,
· Approval of scheme of publication and website accessibility,
· Data protection training format.

16 Date of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 15th June in the Foxcotte room at St Thomas Church, Charlton. 
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Bank Reconciliation

Treasurers  840.96 £            

Business 27,303.68 £       

95 day notice account 62,691.67 £       

Closing Balance as at 30th April 2026 90,836.31 £       


