NORTON IN HALES PARISH COUNCIL

[image: ]Chairman:	Cllr P Eardley
Councillors:	Cllr I Sadler, Cllr B Cole,  Cllr S Moulson; Cllr N Groom; Cllr A Edmonds; 
		Cllr D Cliff
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr R Aldcroft


ORDINARY MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF NORTON IN HALES HELD ON 10TH JULY 2024 AT THE JUBILEE HALL, NORTON IN HALES


35 	Welcome /Present, Apologies and/or absent & Announcements
The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:30pm welcoming everyone present.  There were no members of the public in attendance, no apologies and no announcements. 

36	Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests/ Requests for Dispensations of DPIs (LGA 1972 s94)
No declarations were received. 

37	Approval of the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 8th May 2024, the Draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 8th May 2024, and the Extraordinary Meeting held on 12th June 2024 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1) )  
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the three meetings held.  
Cllr Groom proposed, second by Cllr Moulson, that the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council be approved, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Moulson proposed, second by Cllr Groom, that the draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting be approved, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Sadler proposed, second by Cllr Edmonds, that the Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council be approved, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

37	Co-option of a Councillor
The Chairman informed the Council that an application has been received however the applicant was not in attendance. To take this item forward to September’s meeting. 

39	Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)
No matters were raised from any of the Meetings listed above. 

40	Reports 	
i)	Unitary Councillor – The Shropshire Council Unitary Cllr is invited give a report/answer questions
Cllr Aldcroft reported that due to the recent Election things have been quiet at Shropshire Council however work to find £62.5m savings continues. To this end the former University accommodation is now being used to house people in need. This will save a considerable amount of money currently spent hosing people in B&Bs which currently costs c£2.5m pa.  
The 5 county tips are to remain open but will close for one day per week.  A £56pa charge will be implemented from 1st October for green waste collections. Stickers will be provided for the bins to identify which households are paying for the service. A new food waste collection will commence in 2026.  
Staff cuts continue with c310 voluntary redundanices. More may follow. Shropshire Council will be using technology such as AI to answer the phones and improve services in libraries to check books in and out.  
The Council is trying to avoid declaring a S114 which would result in Commissioners coming in to find savings.  
Cllr Aldcroft further reported that the allotments in Market Drayton have been targeted for thefts and vandalism. Any incidents should be reported to the Police via 101.
Cllr Eardley conveyed thanks for recent works undertaken at the Betton triangle to reduce the flooding issues.  He reported serious potholes on the Ridgwardine to Rooms Farm road. 
Cllr Aldcroft left the Meeting at 7:50pm. 

ii)	Councillors /Clerk to give feedback from Meetings attended
Cllr Cole gave a report from the NSAC Meeting at which presentations were given by the Shropshire Community Foundation and the new Shropshire Council Rural Housing Enabler. A new Chairman and Vice Chairman were elected. 

41	Ward Matters (to include matters relating to Highways, street lighting, maintenance, repairs etc)
a)	Betton 	Ward						
Cllr Edmonds to check proposed position for a new defibrillator with nearby residents. 

b)	Norton in Hales	Ward	
Cllr Sadler reported that Bearstone View is due to have tarmac laid next week.  Plot One will probably be built by the end of the year.  
Lots of potholes were reported through the village which have been marked for repair. 
Concerns were raised over the hedge on the corner of Forge Lane which is presenting a hazard.  The drain on the corner is blocked. 

c)	Footpaths 						
Cllr Moulson gave an update on the recent work of the P3 Group which now has a new leader. 

d)	Road closures
Napley Road has now re-opened.  Councillors complained that road closure signage is not being removed once works have been completed. 

e)	Street lighting						
No issues were reported.

f)	Highways matters
Covered under previous items. 

g)	Environmental Maintenance concerns			
No matters were raised. 
Councillors noted that due to a high level of applications for the Grants this year, the grants awarded have been halved.  

h)	School parking	
Councillors discussed the ongoing issue of school traffic being parked on Main Road, rather than using the car park. It was noted that it has been better than usual lately however there is still room for improvement.  No response has been received from the Education Dept since writing to them about the matter. Action : Clerk to chase again. 

i)	Playing field						
It was reported that the Playing Field Association is applying for grants to enable them to extend the car park. 

j)	In Bloom Group update
Cllr Moulson reported that the Group is preparing for the RHS Judges’ visit on 8th August.  The visit will start at 9am and finish in the Hinds Head for tea and coffee.
The Group asked permission from the Parish Council to install a flower pot exchange behind the bus shelter.  All of the Councillors expressed support for the scheme.
Cllr Moulson outlined arrangements for grass cutting etc in preparation for the competition.  Cllr Eardley will contact AR Richards to arrange for the annual verge cutting.							
42	Joint Neighbourhood Plan – update on Referendum
Cllr Sadler confirmed that the Referendum is to take place on 28th July, with normal voting rules applying.  An A5 leaflet will be distributed locally in advance. 
43	Correspondence – as received and circulated by email – to enable Councillors to raise any matters for discussion: SALC & NALC bulletins; SaTH updates; Police newsletter; NALC legal updates; NSAC meeting minutes; Thank you from PCC; 
No matters were raised for discussion.

44	Playground  & Grounds maintenance
a	To enable Councillors to discuss/agree repairs/maintenance needed highlighted in the annual inspection report 2023 - update
Cllr Eardley confirmed that all of the repairs have been completed with the new replacement parts fitted.   The grass cutting is now being undertaken regularly. The Councillors discussed the trees in the playing field.  The willow tree may require a professional inspection. Cllr Sadler will take this up with the Playing Fields Association. New dog access guidance signage is due to be displayed shortly. 
The Association is looking into Lottery funding. 

b	Playground Steering Group – update
The Councillors discussed activities (pond dipping, Murder Mystery event, dog show) which have been going on to raise funds for new playground equipment. The Clerk advised that a CrowdFunding donation has been received. 

c	Playground equipment replacement – funding
Covered under a previous item. 

d	Inspections 
The Councillors discussed regular asset inspections. It was agreed that checks should be undertaken every two weeks. Online forms will be completed for a comprehensive record. New pads will be required for the defibrillator in November (x2 sets).  
The Clerk suggested that the Council purchases Bleed Kits to be kept in the defibrillator cabinets. She advised that the cost will be c£80.  A sticker for the outside of the cabinet to advertise that the kit is available was agreed to be necessary. The Clerk will check to see if these kits can be registered with the Ambulance Service. Cllr Groom, seconded by Cllr Moulson, proposed that 2 kits be purchased, all agreed. Resolved. 


11	Housekeeping
a)	Bradlingstone magazine – to agree submission (LGA 1972 s.142) 
Cllr Cole to submit an entry.

b)	Defibrillator 
Covered under previous item. 

c)	Strategic objectives policy
To take forward to September. 

d)	Gov.uk domain name/Council email addresses – to discuss
Cllrs Cliff and Sadler to attend online webinars regarding registration for a Gov.Uk domain name. To report in September. 

e)	NIH In Bloom request to irrigation system on Horsewash area
Cllr Moulson reported that the In Bloom Group has a big container for watering. 

f)	Best front garden competition – update	
The Councillors discussed the proposed event with arrangements for judging and the Celebration Evening presentation. 

g)	Policy reviews								
To take forward New Model Financial Regulations to September. 

45	Finance
a)  	Invoices/Payments & Receipts
Cllr Cliff proposed approval of all payments, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Invoices for the Village Hall and Mr Hardy to be paid online. 

b) 	Bank reconciliation, cash book and payments and receipts summary
Cllr Sadler, seconded by Cllr Moulson, proposed the approval of the bank reconciliations from April to 1st July, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	Hall Wi-Fi provision - udpate
The Clerk gave a brief update regarding the new WiFi service for the Village Hall, which has now been resolved with BT. The WiFi is now fully functional. 

d)	EMG - £750.00 
Councillors noted the reduced grant amount for 2024-25. 

e)	External audit update
The Clerk advised that the External Auditor has confirmed receipt of the Annual Return. 

f)	Car charging management company migration
Cllr Eardley advised that one unit has not been working. A new part has been ordered and Paddocks will be fitting it.  Rolec Services will be migrating the service to a new provider.  Cllr Moulson proposed the expenditure for the part be approved (£56 +VAT), seconded by Cllr Edmonds, all agreed. Resolved. 



g)	British Gas – new contract charges
Cllr Eardley advised that a new contract has been negotiated for the energy supply for the car park.  There will be a reduction in price from 29.6p per unit to 21.7p.  Cllr Groom proposed accepting the new contract term, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed. Resolved. 

	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount to Pay
	Chq number
	Power of expenditure

	05/06/24
	Employee
	Salary
	£416.52
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	05/07/24
	Employee
	Salary
	£416.52
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	05/06/24
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£93.20
	
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	05/07/24
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£93.20
	
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	TBC
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£45.00
	
	Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6

	10/07/24
	Employee
	Expenses
	£123.12
	
	LGA 1972 s111

	03/06/24
	Jubilee Hall
	Room Hire
	£17.00
	
	LGA 1972 s111

	15/06/24
	Hugo Fox
	Website 
	£23.99
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s142

	21/05/24
	British Gas
	Energy supply
	£51.01
	DD
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	11/06/24
	R Hardy
	Works to playground
	£108.00
	
	

	31/05/24
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£ 183.94
	Dd
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	Date
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	
	

	31/05/24
	Bank
	Bank Interest
	£100.94
	
	



46	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8) 
i)	Applications: 
24/02421/FUL  (validated: 24/06/2024)
Address:  The Old Post Office, 12 Main Road, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AS
Proposal:  Garage extension and change of flat roof to pitched. Removal of existing coal store
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SFFZQHTDIL300
The Councillors considered the plans, all agreeing that the proposals are appropriate in scale, design and are in keeping. Cllr Cliff proposed supporting, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. 

ii)	Decisions: 
None

47	Items for next Agenda/Parish Matters: An opportunity for matters of interest/concern to be brought forward for future discussion
Items to include: Celebration evening (8/10/24), Policy reviews, Co-option.




48	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a)	To enable Councillors to raise any concerns/receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised.
No matters were raised. 

There being no further matters for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:06pm.

Date of Next Ordinary Meeting: 11th September 2024
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