
Parish councils operate under specific rules and regulations that 
define their powers, duties, and operational guidelines, primarily 
governed by the Local Government Act and related legislation. 
Key Regulations Governing Parish Councils 

​​ Local Government (Parishes and Parish Councils) Regulations 1999: 

This legislation outlines the framework for the establishment and 

operation of parish councils, including their powers and 

responsibilities. It provides the legal basis for various functions and 

the governance structure of parish councils.  

​​ 1 

​​ Roles and Responsibilities of Parish Councillors: Councillors must 

adhere to specific rules of behavior and decision-making processes. 

Individual councillors do not have the authority to make decisions on 

behalf of the council; decisions are made collectively. Councillors are 

also required to maintain transparency and avoid conflicts of interest, 

particularly in planning matters.  

​​ 1 

​​ Powers and Duties: Parish councils have a range of statutory powers 

and duties, including the responsibility to provide allotments, 

maintain public spaces, and engage in community development. 

They can also incur expenditure for activities that benefit the local 

community, as defined under the Local Government Act 1972.  

​​ 2 

​​ Transparency and Accountability: The Openness of Local 

Government Bodies Regulations 2014 emphasizes the importance of 

transparency in decision-making. Members of the public have the 

right to access information about significant decisions made by 

parish councils, ensuring accountability in local governance.  
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Conclusion 

Parish councils play a vital role in local governance, operating under a 

framework of regulations that ensure they function effectively and 

transparently. Understanding these rules is essential for both councillors 

and the communities they serve, as it fosters trust and engagement in local 

decision-making processes. For detailed information, parish councils often 

provide resources and guidance on their official websites or through their 

clerks. 

 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=61c8d2bf8832f2eb06dbf884ef9d3fc065843b0f81f7a30e7c9d1745d4f91fdaJmltdHM9MTc2NDM3NDQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=39fcb259-8577-6df2-3189-a4c084976c5b&psq=parish+council+rules+of+procedure&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ292LnVrL2dvdmVybm1lbnQvcHVibGljYXRpb25zL29wZW4tYW5kLWFjY291bnRhYmxlLWxvY2FsLWdvdmVybm1lbnQtcGxhaW4tZW5nbGlzaC1ndWlkZQ&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=61c8d2bf8832f2eb06dbf884ef9d3fc065843b0f81f7a30e7c9d1745d4f91fdaJmltdHM9MTc2NDM3NDQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=39fcb259-8577-6df2-3189-a4c084976c5b&psq=parish+council+rules+of+procedure&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ292LnVrL2dvdmVybm1lbnQvcHVibGljYXRpb25zL29wZW4tYW5kLWFjY291bnRhYmxlLWxvY2FsLWdvdmVybm1lbnQtcGxhaW4tZW5nbGlzaC1ndWlkZQ&ntb=1

