Haltwhistle Town Council Meeting 
9th May 2022
APPROVED MINUTES

	Interests
	Present 

18.00
	Cllr A Sharp

Cllr M Ridley

Cllr J Elliott 
Cllr J Clark
	Cllr M Hodgson

Cllr J Hunter
Cllr T Christie

Cllr C Moore
	C Banks

	
	69/22
	Election of Officers

	
	
	69/22.01 Election of Chair – Cllr Sharp was nominated and accepted the position.

PROPOSED Cllr   M Ridley                 SECONDED Cllr T Christie                   AGREED                                                                   

	
	
	69/22.01 Election of Vice-Chair – Cllr M Ridley was nominated and accepted the position.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Hodgson                 AGREED                                                                   

	
	70/22
	Councillor Vacancy

Members agreed to co-opt Mr Chris Banks to the council. As the clerk was not present to witness his declaration of acceptance, Chris was invited to take part but not to vote.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr T Christie                 AGREED                                                                   

	
	71/22
	Chair’s Report – the report was noted. A copy can be obtained from the clerk and, it will be placed on the website.

	
	72/22
	Clerk’s Financial Report - the report was noted.

	
	73/22
	Appointments to other Bodies

	
	
	73/22.01   Haltwhistle and District Joint Burial Committee
Nominations for Cllr’s A Sharp, M Ridley and J Elliott were approved and accepted.

PROPOSED Cllr M Hodgson                SECONDED Cllr J Clark                AGREED                                                                   

	
	
	73/22.02   Haltwhistle Partnership Limited Board of Directors
It was agreed for the current members to continue:

Cllr’s G Ridley, M Hodgson and I Stott.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr C Moore                 AGREED                                                                   

	
	
	73/22.03   Police Liaison Committee
Cllr Forrest was nominated.

PROPOSED Cllr J Elliott               SECONDED Cllr T Christie                 AGREED                                                                   

	
	
	73/22.04   Staffing Committee
It was agreed for the current members to continue and to add Cllr M Hodgson:

Cllr’s G Ridley, M Forrest, J Hunter, I Stott and M Hodgson. There is also representation from the Burial Committee which will be determined at their next meeting.
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                SECONDED Cllr J Elliott               AGREED                                                                  

	
	
	73/22.05   Burn Field Village Green Working Group
Nominations for Cllr C Moore and Cllr T Christie were approved and accepted.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr J Hunter                AGREED                                                                   

	
	
	73/22.06    Renewable Energy Working Group

It was agreed that Cllr J Clark would continue.

PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                SECONDED Cllr T Christie                 AGREED                                                                   

	
	74/22
	Apologies for absence Cllr M Forrest, Cllr G Ridley, I Stott, I Hutchinson, S Saunders
Cllr M Forrest has been absent due to ill health. Members agreed to grant a dispensation on the 6 month ruling so she can remain a councillor.

PROPOSED Cllr J Elliott               SECONDED Cllr T Christie                 AGREED                                                                   

	
	75/22
	Public Questions – It was reported that drains were blocked for a resident on Capel Ave. members thought this was an issue for Karbon Homes and proposed to contact them and ask them to address it.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp             SECONDED Cllr C Moore                 AGREED                                                                   

	
	76/22
	Declarations of Interest 

The Chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest at each agenda item, and he informed everyone that that the initials of Councillors declaring an interest will be listed in a column on the Minutes.  

	
	77/22
	Minutes of the meeting for approval held on:                                                       
Monday 4th April 2022 

PROPOSED Cllr   A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr J Clark                   AGREED                                                                   

	
	78/22
	Matters arising from previous Minutes not dealt with elsewhere in the current agenda 
78/22.01 Cllr M Ridley and M Hodgson have cleaned some of the signs around the town. A request to NCC for new ‘No Entry’ signs at the Pig Market was agreed. Cllr M ridley would like a walkaround to review the signs with someone from NCC.
78/22.02 Annual Town Meeting 3rd May 2022 – there were no matters raised.

	
	79/22
	Grounds Meeting 
79/22.01 Grounds Report 25th April 2022 
1. Comb Hill Path -A specification has been agreed which involves re-instating the current whinstone paths and leaving some paths to return to grass. As part of the work, the paths will be edged and back filled where there are voids.
Proposal: To review and approve quote for the paths and instruct the chosen contractor.

Two quotes were received, and after discussion, it was agreed to instruct Stephen Ferguson. As he laid the drainage in that area and undertook the cycle track refurbishment, which is a similar job, it was felt he was best suited for this contract.
PROPOSED Cllr   J Elliott                SECONDED Cllr C Moore                  AGREED
It was felt that a concrete plinth should be laid for the memorial seat from Berry Ltd. The clerk is to ask if Berry will be paying for the fitting.
2. Fence at Comb Hill – the trees have been removed and only the fence needs to be repaired. Cllr C Moore and Cllr T Christie will assess and, if able, will undertake the repairs at no cost to the council. 
3. The trees that were planted have not survived and more are to be panted in the autumn.
Proposal – to invite local children to help with the planting of the next trees and to position the trees nearer the fence line so, they will not be mown over.

 PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                 AGREED
4. The pole at Westlands has been re-fitted but members still not happy with the level. It would probably take 1 tonne of topsoil and some packing down to make it level. The clerk will get a price for the soil and ask Kompan if they will reduce their invoice by that amount. 
5. Burn Bridge and steps. Members were not happy with the reply from NCC and ask that the steps are re-fitted properly as the are not safe and, as this is a well- used path, the bridge does need attention along with the handrail.
79/22.02 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities
Cllr M Hodgson asked if she could organise some volunteers to weed somoe of the planters in front of the hospital and purchase red, white and blue flowers in time for the jubilee. This was approved.

PROPOSED Cllr M Hodgson                SECONDED Cllr C Moore               AGREED
79/22.03 Public Seating and Bus Shelters.                                                                  

	
	80/22
	Northumberland County Council - No matters

	
	81/22
	Police in Haltwhistle – No report received.

	
	82/22
	Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
The leaflets have been handed around the town and the bunting has been put up along the main street.
The Facebook page is up and running and proving to be very popular.

The jubilee mugs have been purchased and dropped off at the school.

	
	83/22


	Planning Applications
21/03400/OUT Land east of Ashcroft, dormer bungalows – Decision appealed

	
	
	Other Planning Matters

	
	84/22
	Haltwhistle Consultations

84/22.01 Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr Sharp will find out who to contact to invite to a meeting as the clerk has not had a reply from Planning.
84/22.01 Hexham Town Council invite to attend meeting of parishes to support Active Tynedale Travel (ACTT). Members would like to be included in any meetings with this group.

	
	85/22
	Reports on Financial Matters
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Financial Matters:

£
Bank and cash balances as at 30th April 2022
[Current Account 120,062.67
[ToTAL 120,062.67
RECEIPTS.
NCC 71250
HMRC 1043
1BC 825
N Powergrid 34.84
HSLC 500.00
534.84

Pay\method Incl VAT

Included in balance above
1st tranche

VAT

Clerks hours for Maternity cover

Not Included in balance Above
Wayleave
Jubilee Donation

[Accounts for payment 5th May 2022 £ Includedin Balance Above
[News quest Direct 144]Advert for Annual Town Meeting
[Total 143.00)
Not Included Above
HEDIBC 9,948.15|Ist Tranche
PPH 52.40| sand & trowel - Westlands: Heras fencing
[Tyne Valley CRP 10.00| Subscription
Hatwhistle Library 60.00|3rd and 9th May
[stcc 186.00| Subscription
HEDIBC 291.60| April Inspection
£1614.88 Share of commemoration Mugs; Printer
Mrs s M Saunders 1,845.38|ink for Jubilee £164.88; paper and wet floor sign
NALC 75.00| Website
NALC 649.33| Subscription
[Abacus 25,293.60] Invoice to follow
Tnsurance 2,611.79
[Monthly Amounts Direct/DDR 3,311.14)
Total 41,023.25)
[TOTAL FOR APPROVAL 41,167.25)
Balance Forecast of bank to 31st 315t May 2022 40,828.74 Less Kompan, Abacus, Insurance

Councillors 2

Date





The payments of £41,167.25 were approved.
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                                   SECONDED Cllr M Hodgson            AGREED                                 
85/22.04 Bank Reconciliation/Income & Expenditure as at 30th April 2022. - Noted
85/22.05 Accounts for the year ending 31st March 2022 - Noted
                          

	
	
	85/22.06 Chamber of Trade – Donation request for leaflets.
Members agreed to donate £760 towards the leaflets and if any more is required, the council can be applied to again.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr J Elliott                AGREED   

	
	86/22
	Policies Review 

86/22.01 General Power of Competence
PROPOSED Cllr J Elliott                SECONDED Cllr T Christie              AGREED   
86/22.02 Grant awarding Policy
PROPOSED Cllr J Elliott                SECONDED Cllr A Sharp                AGREED   
86/22.03 Media Policy – it was proposed to set up a media communication working group.
PROPOSED Cllr J Elliott               SECONDED Cllr A Sharp                AGREED   

	
	87/22
	Haltwhistle Partnership – nothing to report, the next meeting is on 25th May 2022

	
	88/22
	Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee – The summer grass cutting has started.

	
	89/22
	Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre – the season has had a good start.

	
	90/22
	Correspondence received since last Council meeting
It as agreed that the town will net be entering the stand alone Northumbria in Bloom competition.
Agr Northumberland request to go on the next agenda.

Two grass cutting complaints which the clerk will chase up with NCC.

	
	91/22
	Other Matters 

It was suggested that the TV in the library could perhaps be used to put a map of Haltwhistle on so members could be properly informed as to which areas were under discussion. This can be considered at the next meeting.
Some residents have asked that new street name title boards are made to identify Tyne View Road and Tyne View. This will be included in the next agenda as a proposal.

	
	92/22

	Dates and times of next meetings

Town Council Meeting – Monday 6th June 2022 – 6.00 – 

Grounds Meeting – Monday 30th May 2022 – 10.00 HTC office
Saturday Surgery Saturday 28th May 2022 – 10.00 – 12.00 HTC office.

The meeting closed at 9.00pm.


Signed Chair:                                                       Date:    6TH June 2022                Page 2 of 3

