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The views expressed in “Malherbe Monthly” are not necessarily those of the
Production Team; publication of articles/adverts
does not constitute endorsement and we reserve the right to edit!
Anything for the January edition should be left in
Grafty Green Shop, or contact Mike on
01622 858937 (mfhitchins@btinternet.com) by 20th December

Front Cover: Lighting of the Christmas Tree Lights on the green on Saturday 24 th
November.

News from St. Nicholas Church
Morning Prayers 9.30-10am at St. Nicholas on Tuesday 4th and 18th and at All Saints,
Ulcombe on Tuesday 11th.
Bible Study at Wierton Villa, Grafty Green will be continuing on Thursdays 10.30-12noon
in the New Year, with the subjects for 2019 still to be decided. If you would like to know
more, please contact Joan Drury on 01622 853766.
Christmas Coffee Morning We will be holding our monthly Coffee Morning in the Village
Hall, Grafty Green on Wednesday 12th from 10-12 noon. This will be a special Christmas
event with mince pies, cakes and cheese scones and a chance to buy some of the craft
and other goods you might have missed at the Craft Fair on 25th November. As usual any
profit will go to a charity, yet to be decided.
Remembrance Sunday. This was a very special and poignant time, as we gave thanks
for the men and women of all conflicts who gave their lives in the service of others.
The local men who died 100 years ago in WW1 were especially commemorated with their
pennants and details on display round the candlelit church. Family members joined with
the congregation to enjoy Trench Cake (from a 1916 recipe!) and Anzac biscuits (from a
New Zealand recipe, sent to their men serving overseas). There was much to talk about
over coffee, with so many new faces.
Craft Fair. This was a great occasion, as always, with many different stalls. We, on our
stall, met so many friendly people and watched everyone tucking in to the amazing choice
of cakes and treats from the refreshment hatch. We were able to see Laura at their church
stall in Oslo, thanks to Sylvia’s iPad, and to send her a picture of ours in Grafty Green! It is
good to know that they are praying for us in their church, St. Edmunds in Oslo, as we now
pray for them.
Mandy. It was with great sadness we said farewell to Mandy, in a packed church on the
22nd November. Her family spoke of her with such love and affection. It is hard for the
whole community, as we, too, come to terms of life in the village without her humour,
laughter and energy. We are pleased to know that she will ever be remembered in St.
Nicholas, for the delightful small stained glass panel she made and gave to the church.
Christmas at St. Nicholas We are looking forward to this special time at St. Nicholas, as
always. It will be an added bonus to have the Carol Service on the 23rd at 3pm, with
the excitement building as we sing to welcome our Saviour so close to Christmas Day.
Surely our voices will have a special emphasis and enthusiasm. Mulled wine and mince
pies should add to the enjoyment.
The Crib Service will be at 3.30pm on Christmas Eve, a service beloved by adults
and children, as we welcome the baby Jesus into the shelter of the stable.
Christmas Day at 10am, will be the time of the service at St Nicholas.

Sally Alexander

Helen Whately
MP for Faversham and Mid Kent
I work for you. If you have a problem you think I can help you with, please contact
me or visit me at one of my surgeries
House of Commons,
London, SW1A 0AA
www.helenwhately.org.uk
Tel: 020 7219 6472;
Email: helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk

Grafty Gourmet
Fill your kitchen with the smell of Christmas with
this juicy gammon joint in a cinnamon-spiced
stock, added with a sticky syrup and clove glaze.
The coke adds a sweet treacly flavour to balance
the saltiness of the ham.

Christmas Cola Ham with Maple and
Mustard Glaze
2kg unsmoked boneless gammon joint
2 litres of cola (not diet)
1 carrot, chopped
1 onion, peeled and quartered
1 stick of celery, chopped
1 cinnamon stick
½ tablespoon of black peppercorns
1 bay leaf
For the glaze:150ml of maple syrup
2 tablespoon of wholegrain mustard
2 tablespoon of red wine vinegar
A pinch of ground cloves or five-spice

1. Put the unsmoked boneless gammon joint in
a large pan and cover with the 2 litres of cola.
Add the chopped carrot, quartered onion,
chopped celery stick, cinnamon stick, the
peppercorns and the bay leaf.
2. Bring to the boil, then turn down to simmer
for around 2 ½ hrs, topping up with boiling
water if necessary to keep the gammon fully
covered.
3. Carefully pour the liquid away, then let the
ham cool a little while you heat the oven to
190C (170C fan).

Boughton Malherbe
Parish Council
Contact Details
Robert Turner, Chairman
- Tel: 01622 850325

turnerrmb@gmail.com
(Finance, Planning, KALC)
Ron Galton, Vice Chair
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galton@gotadsl.co.uk
(Finance, Planning, KALC)
Annie Allum
- Tel: 07999 724111
paallum@googlemail.com
(JPG, Planning)
Cathreen Davis
cathreen.davies@sky.com

John Collins
- Tel: 01622 850213
wjcollins@btinternet.com
(Finance, Planning)
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- Tel: 07972 630555`
boughtonmalherbepc@gmail.com

4. Lift the ham into a roasting tin, then cut away the skin leaving behind an even layer of fat.
Score the fat all over in a criss-cross pattern.
5. Mix the maple syrup, wholegrain mustard, wine vinegar and a pinch of ground cloves or fivespice in a jug. Pour half over the fat, roast for 15 mins, then pour over the rest and return to
the oven for another 30 mins, baste half way through.
7. Remove from the oven and allow to rest for 10 mins, then spoon more glaze over the top.

Grafty Green Gardening Club
The gardening club generally meets the first Tuesday of the month at 7.30 pm in the
village hall for talks. Membership is £5 for the year which entitles members to a
reduced fee when attending meetings; take advantage of subsidised coach outings
(excluding weekend away) and club members will be entitled to discounts at
Rumwood Nursery and The Potted Garden.
Programme 2019
Date
January 8
February 5
March 5
April 2
May 4
May 7
June 4
June 6 - 9

July 2
Aug 3
Sept 3
Oct 1
Nov 5
Dec 3

Speaker and talk or venue for outing
AGM and Linda Ford - Sandown Castle community garden
Tim Ingrams - Snowdrops
Maureen Rainey Kent Wildlife Trust- Wild about Gardens
Spring Show, - Jean and Brian Waterman, Wild flowers of Kent
Plant Sale - village green if weather fine 10 am.
Outing - Warren Street House
Outing -Hucking, Sue Blacker- Peonies
Weekend, Thurs; Ulting Wick, Fri, East Ruston Old Vicarage and
Fairhaven Woodland and Water Garden, Sat. Oxburgh Hall and a
seaside visit for tea. Sun. Harvey’s Nursery, Bury St. Edmunds and
Fullers Mill Garden.
Outing - Pheasant Barn, Oare
Coach trip Nymans and High Beeches (lunch at Nymans)
Autumn Show, Mr. Raggett, Hambury’s Gardens.
Sue Shaw - Travels in Peru
Andrew - Hops
Coach trip to Wisley for Christmas lights leaving GG at 2pm

December 4th is our Social Evening with a shared supper and quiz. We look forward
to seeing you on the evening when there will be time to catch up with members and
friends and discuss our new programme of events for 2019 and add your name to any
of the proposed outing lists.
Tip of the Month - If the weather is fine there is still time to prune ornamental plants,
fruit trees and bushes and vines. Repair can be done to lawns if conditions allow and
winter digging. Insulate garden taps and exposed pipes and protect plants and pots
vulnerable to frost damage. Clean and if needed repair sheds paths and fences. Feed
birds in cold weather and do not allow ponds and bird baths to freeze over.

Carole Frost - Secretary - Grafty Green Gardening Club

Boughton Malherbe Parish Council
Meetings will take place at 7.30pm in Grafty Green Village Hall on the following dates:
22nd January 2019, 11th March 2019.

Grafty Green Short Mat Bowls Club
New Members Always Welcome - Join Us
Every Tuesday at 2.00pm in the Village Hall, Gentle exercise, easy to learn, loan
bowls available. Further information - Chris Wheal 01622 858100

Yoga Classes at Grafty Green Village Hall
Classes on Wednesday evenings at 7pm and Thursday mornings at 9.30 plus a special
Saturday practice on 8th December at 10.00.
Last classes of the term 12th and 13th December new year starts 9th and 10th January.
All classes are an hour and a half; approximately 70 minutes of physical
postures/stretches followed by a breathing practice that encourages at calm mind and
finally a deep relaxation.
Further details from Sue Burch (British Wheel of Yoga Teacher) 01622 850381, email
– graftyyoga@gmail.com
Sue Burch

Village Hall News

www.graftygreenvillagehall.co.uk
First, a final word on the fete held a couple of months ago. One thing that didn’t get
reported in the last Malherbe Monthly was that the sale of the hand-made poppies
(and donations made on the day) raised £177, which we were delighted to be able to
pass on to the Royal British Legion. A big thank you goes to all who made the
poppies and all who bought them. The unsold poppies went to Rochester Cathedral
for their remembrance display.
Now, at the time of writing, it’s not too late to get tickets for our first ever
professional pantomime at the Village Hall on Thursday 27 December. We’ve
booked an experienced touring group to put on a production of ‘Robinson Crusoe’,
a family friendly panto with all the usual singing, dancing, thigh-slapping and
audience participation. Tickets (Adult £10, Child £5, Family 2+2 £25) are available
from the village shop. We are advertising this event beyond the circulation area of
this magazine and are expecting a big crowd, so get your tickets soon to avoid
missing out. It’s a 6 o’clock start and there will be refreshments on sale but,
regrettably, we have had to withdraw the idea of a licensed bar for legal reasons.
Also available from the village shop are a few last copies of the Boughton Malherbe
2019 Calendar. All the photographs have been taken by local people, and many
feature views of Grafty and the surrounding area. There’s some super work there and
it can be yours to hang on your wall for just £6.
Finally, may I wish you all the best possible Christmas and, if I don’t see you at the
panto, I look forward to seeing you at one of our events in 2019.

Richard Pilborough,
Hall Committee Chairman.
Email: pilborough@grafty.plus.com
Boughton Malherbe Parish Council
1. The January 2019 meeting of the Parish Council has been moved to the 21st to
allow more time to hear from Maidstone Borough Council regarding the precept
2. The Parish Council has purchased a salt bin which has been placed near the top of
Church Road. Kent County Council refused to provide one but will provide us with the
first load of salt to fill the bin. It will be maintained by the Parish Council thereafter
3. Cathie Davies has been elected unopposed to fill the vacancy on the Parish Council
created by Tony King's resignation

December Music Notes
December is a month just full of music. Christmas concerts galore, and carol services
in every parish. I list just some of the concerts, but do look around because I cannot
include them all and there may well be something local to you that I have missed.
Carol services are rightly very popular, so please search elsewhere in this magazine
to find details of your local carol service.
Here is my list:


Saturday 1st December, 7.30pm at Mote Hall, Maidstone ME15 7RN,
Maidstone Symphony Orchestra’s concert includes Mahler’s Symphony
No1 (Titan) and works by Kodaly and Gordon Jacob. There is a free preconcert talk at 6.40pm. Tickets 0333 6663366 or on the door.



Saturday 8th December, 7.30pm at All Saints’ Church, Maidstone,
Maidstone Choral Union’s concert of carols for choir and audience also
included part 1 of Handel’s Messiah.. Tickets marionheredia@yahoo.com
or at the door.



Saturday 15th December, Bearsted Choral Society’s Christmas concert of
carols with audience participation is at 7.30pm at St Peter's Catholic
Church, Button Lane, Bearsted, ME15 8NJ. Tickets 01634 666730



Monday 17th December, 7.30 pm at Sutton Valence School Chapel, ME17
3HL, Sutton Valence Choral Society present their Christmas concert.
Tickets 012622 861313



Tuesday & Wednesday, 18th & 19th December 7.30pm at St Martins
Church
Northumberland Avenue Maidstone ,ME15 7LP, Maidstone
Singers have their Christmas Concert of carols. Tickets 01622 630016 (or
at the door) include light refreshments.

On TV of course it has to be Carols from Kings, on BBC2 on Christmas Eve (time
to be confirmed – check your newspaper). It will be broadcast live on Radio 4 as
well on Christmas eve and at 2.00pm on Christmas day on BBC Radio3.

Brian Hardy

Maidstone Business
Networking news
Be Positive, be Proud of what you
do….! One residents view of
why we should be proud to
work in, live in or visit the
Borough of Maidstone.
A presentation by Cllr Martin
Cox. Leader of Maidstone
Borough Council on Tuesday
11th December Chilston Park
Country Hotel, Sandway,
Maidstone ME17 2BE 6.10pm
until 8.30pm
Visitors are always welcome
and the event is free (if you are
a paid up member or a first
time visitor), we have a sign in
and badge system so you must
reserve your seat. Reserve your
seat 01622 820841 or email
doitall@maidstonebusinessnetw
orking.co.uk
Business Networking starts at
6.10pm on arrival, presentation
at 6.30 for around 20 minutes, the rest of the time is all about networking. Open to
everyone. Your first meeting is free but you must register.

Road Closure
Kent County Council gives notice that Eastwood Road, Grafty Green will be closed to
through traffic, on or after 3 December 2018 for up to 1 Day.
The road will be closed between Yew Tree Farm and Hillview.
The alternative route is via The Street, Ulcombe Road, Lenham Road and onto
Headcorn Road.
The closure is necessary to enable Kent County Council to carry out carriageway
patching works.

News update re Activate Gym - Lenham
The Activate Gym at the Lenham School closed on Wednesday 31stOctober and
reopened at 7am on Thursday 1st November as the Lenham Community Gym run
by a management team consisting of:John Tanner (chairman)
Chris Godden (treasurer)
Calum Lambotte (staffing)
Rebecca Bell (legal adviser)
Annette Tomarken (team member)

Matthew Root-Hicks (vice chairman)
Georgia Gibbons (secretary)
Anne Osborn and Craig Hills (advertising)
Eddie Tomarken (team member)
Alison Young (team member)

The team of volunteers has been working hard to form what will be the Lenham
Community Gym Club and hopes to have everything in place early in November for
you to re-join. Until then, please continue to use the gym. Our plan is to start
charging membership fees on the 1st December and on the first of the month
thereafter by direct debit, but we will accept cash and cheque payments.
The membership fees will remain the same as they are now:
£28 adults (18 and over) - £23 concessions (seniors and under eighteens) - £50
family membership (2 adults + 2 children) - walk-ins £2.50 (16 to under18 year olds)
and £5 adults (18 and over) per session.
If you are already a member please retain your Activate membership cards as we
may be able to use them in the short term until we have our own membership card
system in place.
The opening hours will remain the same:
Mornings - 7am to 8-30am and Evenings – 5pm to 9pm - Monday to Friday.
We hope to be able to open on Saturdays sometime in the New Year but this will
depend on us being able to get regular staff to do so. Please note the gym will be
closed from Saturday 22nd to Wednesday 26th December and open Thursday and
Friday 27th & 28th from 8am to 12pm and then closed again until January 2nd when it
will be open for the normal hours and days.
If you would like more information or would like to become a member please contact
Chris Godden on 01622 858658.
The Management Team.

Link Word Puzzle - Answers at the back (don’t look first!)
Word 1

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

Board
Beans
Cord
Bed
Face
Book
Finney
Bitter
Bunter
Ink
Prickly
Brew
Big
Back
Beach
Cap

Word 2

Cast
Pot
Off
Instrument
Hanger
Cross
Prince
Popper
Goat
Marker
Shaped
Help
Free
Bond
Knit
Owl

Word 3

Sticking
Table
Roaring
Warbler
Heath
Library
Square
Sleeping
Silly
Wave
Tree
Work
Water
Wise
Maternity
Safe

Answer

Plaster

Find the missing word?
1

____ Daly, Strictly Come Dancing presenter

2

Steve ______, Radio 2 presenter heard in the afternoon

3

____ Woodyatt, Actor who plays Ian Beale in Eastenders

4

Jimi _______, 60's US Guitarist who had a hit with 'Hey Joe'

5

____ Hand Luke, 1967 film with Paul Newman

6

King ____, Classic film about a giant ape

7

_____ Street, 1978 ballad by Gerry Rafferty

8

Phil _______, Famous for his 1950's character Bilko

9

_______ and Pascoe, BBC series with Warren Clarke
Katy _____, US singer whose hits include ' I Kissed a Girl' and
10
'Firework'

Burns Night
Advance Notice
FASU is holding a traditional Burns Night Supper on Saturday 9th February at Ulcombe
Village Hall, starting at 7.00 pm.
There will be Scottish pipe music, welcome bubbly and dram of whisky, smoked
salmon, haggis, neeps and tatties, crannachan, Scottish tablet and coffee, as well as
the essential traditional entertainment of speeches, singing and Scottish dancing until
late – all included in the price
There will be a licensed bar selling wine, whisky and soft drinks.
It will be a great evening’s fun as well as supporting the village church’s fabric. Tartan
wear or smart casual. All are most welcome
Tickets, £25 in advance, are available by phone from John Kenward (01622 891889)
or Bridget Samuelson (01622 890912).To make sure of your place, please book as
soon as possible to reserve your place or book part/whole tables
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EGERTON COMPUTER
CENTRE
at the Millennium Hall

Need help with your iPad or tablet?
Struggling with Windows 10?
Lost your email?
Can’t find your photographs?

Why not come along to our popular
Saturday morning clinic for help
- we are open between
10am and 12 noon
We would love to see you!
Phone: 07990 574214
email:instructor@egerton-kent.co.uk
and find us at www.egerton-kent.co.uk

REPORTING PARISH HIGHWAYS and
ENVIRONMENT PROBLEMS
TO REPORT: Potholes; broken signs; traffic signal faults;
overgrown trees or hedges
- Call 03000 418181
(Highways Issues - KCC)
- or click
http://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem
TO REPORT: Litter; fly tipping; abandoned vehicles; dog mess;
noise:
- Call 01622 602202 (Environmental Issues MBC)
or click
http://www.maidstone.gov.uk/residents/report
TO REPORT non-domestic Water Leaks:
- Call 0333 000 0002
or click: http://www.midkentwater.co.uk
TO REPORT: Overgrown Footpaths click on:
http://www.kent.gov.uk/waste-planning-and-land/publicrights-of-way/report-a-on-a-right-of-way

D.FLISHER ROOFING

Free winter check on roofs
Roofing repairs, ridge & hips
checked
Moss cleaned off roofs
Gutters & window frames
cleaned
Chimneys re-pointed
Call Dave for a quote on
01622 850659 or 07941 324286

Seasoned Logs from
Local Coppice for Sale

Clean Burning, Kiln Dried
Cut to size and delivered

Variety of logs suitable for
open fires or log burners
Contact Norman on
077333 28715

Christian Message December 2018
What does Christmas mean for you? The Church of England’s slogan for this year is
“Follow the star” (you can follow it on twitter), but what star will each of us follow?
What does Christmas bring us this year? For some there will be joyous family
reunions, for some well, just family reunions (!), and for some sadness and loneliness.
Most of us will enjoy twinkling lights in a crisp evening sky. And, of course, there will
be that relentless B-word buzzing around us all the time, of which we are all so tired.
(A recent survey showed that more people just wanted Brexit over with than cared
what the actual outcome was.)
Pause and think: what’s your favourite thing about Christmas. Mine – yes actually
more than presents! – is the sense of peace that comes as the whole mad world just
slows down a bit, reflects a little and opens up to wonder. One of the reasons I like
midnight Communion so much is that those three elements are combined there, but
there may be other times as well when you are able to relax, look out at this
wonderful world in which we live, and be thankful.
All of us follow a star. The star may be our own wealth, our health, or our family. But
the question is really what will you find when your star stops leading and you have
arrived. At the heart of Christmas is a destination that was totally unexpected
by...well, everybody. The destination was a new-born baby, born in poverty, who
grew up to be a teacher so profound, a worker of miracles so flabbergasting, that his
followers recognised him as being God, and that in Him they recognised God’s
message to us as being a call to love.
May your heart and feet take you this Christmas to discover that same baby, and in
him that same God, and in him that same call to love. Maybe join us in a local church
to help take you there? You would be so welcome.
John P. Huggins (01622 850280)

The Len Valley Benefice
Lenham & Boughton Malherbe; Harrietsham & Ulcombe
Sunday/Main Services – December 2018

Sunday 2nd December
9.30 am Lenham: Breakfast Service
9.30 am Boughton Malherbe: Holy
Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
11.00 am Ulcombe: Family Worship
11.00 am Lenham: Holy Communion
3.30 pm Harrietsham: GIFT Family
Christingle
6.00 pm Ulcombe: Taize Service
Wednesday 5th December
9.30am Lenham: Holy Communion
Sunday 9th December
8.00 am Lenham: Holy Communion
(Book of Common Prayer)
9.30 am Lenham: Breakfast Service
9.30 am Harrietsham: Holy Communion
11.00 am Ulcombe: Holy Communion
11.00 am Lenham: Morning Worship
3.30 pm Boughton Malherbe: Evensong
Saturday 15th December
3.00pm Lenham: Messy Church
Christingle
Sunday 16th December
9.30am Lenham: Breakfast Service
9.30am Harrietsham: Morning Worship
9.30am Boughton Malherbe: Holy
Communion
11.00am Ulcombe: Morning Worship
11.00am Lenham: Holy Communion
3.00pm Boughton Malherbe: Carol
Service
5.30pm Lenham: Candlelight Carol
Service
7.00pm Harrietsham: Carol Service
th

Wednesday 19 December
11.00am Chippendayle Lodge

Thursday 20th December
7.00pm Ulcombe: Carol Service
Sunday 23rd December
8.00am Lenham: Holy Communion
(Book of Common Prayer)
9.30am Harrietsham: Holy Communion
9.30am Boughton Malherbe: An
Informal Service
9.30am Lenham: The Big Breakfast Crib
Service
11.00am Ulcombe: Holy Communion
Christmas Eve: Monday 24th
December
9.30am Harrietsham: Family Crib
Service
3.30pm Boughton Malherbe: Family
Crib Service
4.00pm Ulcombe: Family Crib Service
4.00pm Lenham: Family Crib Service
11.15 pm Harrietsham: Midnight
Communion
11.15 pm Lenham: Midnight
Communion
Christmas Day: Tuesday 25th
December
9.30am Boughton Malherbe: Family
Celebration with Holy Communion
9.30am Harrietsham: Family
Celebration with Holy Communion
11.00am Ulcombe: Family Celebration
with Holy Communion
11.00am Lenham: Family Celebration
with Holy Communion
Sunday 30th December
10.00 am Lenham: Joint Len Valley
Churches Service: Holy Communion

Emergency and Help Contact Details
Police, Fire And Ambulance Emergencies
Police, Non Emergency - (Including PCSO …………..)

999
101

Ambulance 999 note: an aed ‘public access defibrillator’ is sited and available 24/7
at the premises (in porch) of A.W. Court in Headcorn road. Ambulance 999 control
centre will give 999 callers the lock code, if appropriate, to access the defibrillator.
First Aid Support – when an ambulance has been called using 999 - Interim
emergency support (first aid and AED defibrillator), prior to arrival of paramedics /
ambulance, may be available (not 24/7) by calling Chris Wheal on 07979 864929 -this
is a voluntary ‘good Samaritan’ facility for residents. It is hoped a SECAMB
(ambulance) community first responder scheme may start in future

NHS Medical Helpline
Maidstone & Pembury Hospitals
William Harvey Hospital
Headcorn Surgery
(out of hours listen to Lenham Surgery
recorded messages)
Electricity (UK Power Networks)

Emergencies and Power Cuts

Water
Emergencies
Southern Water Foul and Waste Water drainage/Flooding
Calor Gas
Emergencies
KCC
Emergencies

Highways

111
0845 155 1000
01233 633331
01622 890294
01622 858341
0800 783 8866
or 01243 508866
0333 000 0002
0330 303 0368
08457 444999
03000 41 41 41
03000 41 81 81

KCC Community Wardens:

Local warden – Stuart Ellesmere
District Support – Dawn Riach- Brown
Fire

General Enquiries
Home Safety Visits
KFRS Community Volunteer – Chris Wheal

R.S.P.C.A
Vet

Emergencies
24 Hour Pet Emergency Treatment Service

07969 583923
07773 397125
01622 692121
0800 923 7000
01622 858100
0300 1234 999
01622 734555

Answers to the Quiz and Missing Word Puzzle

