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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th June 2013 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs Rivers, Smith, Mrs P Homewood, Mrs S Mash, D Lewis, P Venning,  Lee Kidd, Community Warden, 3 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
2698.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllr N Thom, reason accepted and Borough Councillor M 
Burgess. 
2699.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters; None


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33;  None 
2700.  To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th May 2013: Confirmed and signed as a correct record after a numerical error corrected.
2701.   Matters Arising: See Clerk's Report.  The Clerk also reported that with regard to the map of the Cemetery mentioned in 2684.a) i) she had redrawn it to clarify the areas previously discussed.  This shows that the Council has satisfied itself that a sufficient part of the Cemetery remains unconsecrated and not set apart for the use of particular denominations or religious bodies.
2702. 
Local Needs Housing: To further discuss and put forward alternative sites.  A reply had been received from the Borough Council stating that Highways had confirmed that they would not support any extra development coming out onto Forge Meads and then Poplar Road.  After a full discussion, when the other sites previously put forward for consideration were considered again, it was agreed that the only really suitable site was the one behind Jubilee Fields.  Having stated their reasons it was agreed that Cllrs would put these in writing and email them to the Clerk for her to send a reply to the Borough Council. 
2703.
To consider increasing the Cemetery fees deferred from the last meeting:  The Clerk had obtained a list of fees and charges from other Cemeteries which indicated that our fees were very low.  After a full discussion Cllr Rivers proposed, seconded by Cllr Lewis that the fees and charges be increased by 25% as from this date and to review them again in a year's time. All agreed. (New charges attached to these minutes).  As all monies received from charges made are not allowed for in the budget it was agreed that they be put into earmarked reserves.
2704.
To approve the purchase of a printer:  As had been explained after the end of the last meeting the Clerk's printer had ceased to function properly.  All agreed that the purchase of a new printer was in order.
2705.
Tree Survey/Health & Safety Audit:  To discuss and resolve to urgently carry out a full tree survey of trees on Parish Council jurisdiction.  The Chairman explained the necessity of this which had been pointed out by our Insurance Company at the Clerk's Conference in May.  It was agreed to ask the Tree Warden if he would be able to carry out a risk assessment in the first instance.
2706.
To discuss and agree the works to be carried out on the Church gates:  Agreed that the Clerk should obtain quotes for these.
2707.
To agree to the War Memorial being cleaned:  Agreed that the Clerk should ask the company who had cleaned it a few years ago to do so again.
2708.
To discuss and produce a short report for the Outlook on Oxney with regard to the ABC – New Planning Procedure:  The Chairman explained that the Government had recommended that to make planning procedures more simple Parish Councils would no longer be automatically consulted, however this didn't apply to Wittersham as the village is in an AONB. It was agreed that a note would be put in the next issue of the Outlook on Oxney.
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2709.    Correspondence:


a)  Dr A Lloyd-Smith – Chest Tombs – asking what action the Council would be taking.  After a discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should confirm that unfortunately the Council was unable to take this matter further at the moment as there were more urgent matters to attend to in the Churchyard.


b)  Mrs Jayne Beach – New Recycling Scheme.  After a short discussion it was agreed that an article be placed in the next issue of the Outlook on Oxney suggesting that, if possible, residents put their wheelie bins out of sight once they have been emptied.


c)  Royal British Legion Women's Section – Request to supply and plant heathers round the War Memorial.  Cllrs agreed to this and to purchase the necessary compost.


For noting: 


d) Highways – Notice of road surface treatment Coombe Lands to Kingsgate 14th June 2013.


Forwarded by E-mail:  


e)  KALC – Learning & Development update May'13     f)  KALC – DCMS Consultation – Mobile Connectivity in England – Simplifying the planning process     g)  Ashford Borough Citizens Advice – May newsletter     h)  NALC – Chairman's update on meeting with DCLG Minister         i)  KALC – DCLG Guidance on Community Infrastructure Levy     j)  KCC – Dementia Friendly Communities     k)  South East Water – Draft Water Resources Management Plan     l)  KALC – DfT Consultation on Options for a new Lower Thames crossing     m)  Kent Police Open Day 2013 – also put in Notice Boards
2710.  To Authorise Payments:


Reimburse Cllr Rivers for


a)  Diesel used when emptying litter & dog bins during the Caretaker's absence £34.73. Agreed.


b)  Website hosting and address fees £54.10.  Agreed.

2711.
Working Party Reports:


a) Finance:   Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement. Agreed

b) Planning: 



    Decisions received: 


    13/00224/AS  Gothic House The Street – Proposed replacement shed in rear garden Granted                                                                                                                                    

    13/00387/AS  The Glyndes, 15 The Street – New detached double cart shed/garage   Granted

    Considered since last meeting:

    13/00007/OLE/AS  Overhead line replacement between Pear Tree Barn and Lordings,    Peening Quarter                                                                                                                  Support


     KCC/AS/0159/2013  Wittersham CEP School – Renewal of planning permission for a mobile classroom for joint use by Wittersham CEP School & Stepping Stones Nursery                Support

            To note: Non – Material Minor Amendment Application made to ABC by Oceanview Developments re Sweatman's Garage Site – Revision to slight alterations to internal layouts and elevations on planning permission 10/00250/AS.

c)  Highways – To note that pot hole on Underhill still not repaired.  Clerk to contact Ron Swan


d)  Footpaths –  Nothing to report


e)  Open Spaces –  Grass cutting on Coronation Field not up to spec.  Clerk to follow up.


f)   Cemetery & Churchyard – Clerk reported that a small fence had been placed around a tablet, outside the agreed area, in the Cremated Remains Section.  Cllr Homewood offered to try to trace the family.
2712.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 

The Chairman gave a short report on the KALC meeting held on 22nd May 2013.
2713.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised. 
2714.
Date of the next full Meeting of the Parish Council:  9th July 2013.
2715.
Items for information: 


Cllr Venning informed the meeting that ACRK is 90 this year and is celebrating with the sale of a a special brew brewed locally.


The meeting closed at 21.47hrs

