Minutes of The Annual Lillington and Leweston Parish Meeting
Held in The Vestry of St. Martins, Lillington on
Thursday 18th April 2024 at 6.30 pm

Present: 	
Councillor Nigel Williams (NW) PCllr for Lillington (Chairman)
Mr Dermot MacDonald  PCllr for Leweston
Mr Les Evans 
Mrs Karen Williams
Mr Michael Hibbit
Mrs Cherry Willoughby
Mr David Wright
Mrs Mandy Wright
Mrs Fiona Ashley Miller
Mr Ludovick Boden
Ms Sian Rees
Mrs Rosalie Silverstone
Mrs Diana Pinney
Mr Richard Pinney
Mr David Green 

1. Apologies for absence 
Lisa & Adam Lewis, Pete & Louise Litchfield, Mark Ashley Miller (MAM).

2. Opening Remarks
The meeting was opened with a welcome from the Chairman, thanks for attendance and a promise to try to keep the duration of the meeting to under one hour. 

The Chairman confirmed that is stepping down as the Parish Councillor  for Lillington after some 15 years, it being time for new blood and for him to relinquish some voluntary commitments. The Chairman also confirmed that he is stepping down as Chair of the CVPC after 9 years; Cllr Stephen Kell who was the Deputy will now become Chairman. 

Dermot Macdonald, who has been the Parish Councillor for Leweston following on from Stuart Cox, has now been elected as Parish Councillor for Lillington, and the Headmaster of Leweston School, John Paget Tomlinson has been elected as Parish Councillor for Leweston. 

The Chairman extend a very warm welcome on behalf of all to the new occupants of Spring Cottage – Ludovick & Sian.

 

3. Minutes of the last meeting
It was resolved that the Minutes of 18th May 2023 were approved.  Proposed: Michael Hibbit, 2nd Fiona Ashley Miller  

4. Matters Arising and Updates since last meeting 
There were no ACTIONS from last year’s Minutes. 

5. Planning Applications:

There a number of planning applications received during the year: 
P/FUL/2023/06764
Location: Higher Farm Higher Street Lillington Sherborne DT9 6QX
Proposal: Erect silage barn.  Supported by CVPC, no objections received. 
A decision is still outstanding 
P/LBC/2023/00971
Location: Leweston School Leweston Sherborne DT9 6EN
Proposal:
Alterations to existing walled garden to include new opening to East, extended opening to the West and rebuilding of East side.  Supported by CVPC.

Decision: Granted  Decision Date: 19/10/2023
P/FUL/2023/00187
Location: Leweston School Leweston Sherborne DT9 6EN
Proposal: Erect equestrian building with ancillary accommodation, outdoor menages/arenas, form additional parking and associated site works (demolish existing stable buildings). Supported by CVPC.

Decision: Granted  Decision Date: 12/10/2023
6. Superfast Broadband / Wessex Internet Update

NW observed that Wessex Internet had been hard at work in Lillington recently and most of the households who want to be connected have been, his own installation being a big improvement on the old BT offering. 

It was agreed that the new service was welcomed although David Wright noted that he does not have broadband throughout his home at this stage. 

NW offered to assist Ludovic & Sian if they require any help with Wessex Internet contacts in getting set-up for the service.


7. Cam Vale Community Hall situated in Longburton 
NW confirmed that in January 2024 he handed over Chairmanship of the New Community Hall to Chris Crooks and the Trustees, who will soon manage the Hall on a 76-year Lease, after which the Hall will revert back to CVPC for either a Lease extension or whatever the Councillors at the time decide. 
The Community Hall had its first AGM last week and is operating in profit – just - which is very good news.

NW noted that the Hall is for the residents of Lillington and Leweston just as much as it is for those of Longburton and Holnest and all are free to use and enjoy the amazing facilities – be it for Community Planned Events or for private parties. 

https://www.camvalecommunityhall.org.uk/general-information/minutes/

8. Church Matters - Update
On behalf of the Church Warden, Lisa Lewis, NW said the following: 
‘As you may have seen from the sign at the top of Gordon's Lane, we have a Village Service on the first Sunday of the month with coffee and biscuits and a village catch-up afterwards.  Everyone is welcome to any of our church services which start at 0930 every Sunday unless otherwise advertised but also if you wish to join for coffee after the Village Service you are most welcome to come along at 1000.  We have regulars from Sherborne, Bishops Caundle, Folke as well as Lillington itself’

The CVPC continues to make an annual donation of £350 for churchyard maintenance. This year’s Ride & Stride will take place on Saturday 14th Sept 2024. Rob Wood is now running this event on behalf of St Martin’s Church. 
9.  Roads, Verges and Potholes - to include sign at top of Gordon’s Lane.
The resurfaced road has suffered this winter and has some potholes which NW and others have reported. Some have been repaired – and others are ongoing.

Some 2-3 months ago NW met with the new DC Highways Officer with responsibility for the Cam Vale area. He now has a job in the system to properly sort out the western access road between Higher Lillington and Lower Farm. There is no timescale at present but hopefully it will be soon. 

Residents were reminded that they see any potholes of drainage problems, these should be reported to the Dorset Council  website –which is the best way to get thigs repaired.  

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/roads-highways-maintenance/report-a-problem-on-the-road-or-pavement
   10.  Red Telephone Box 
A Longburton Parish Councillor has agreed to undertake some remedial work on the red phone box. NW has the necessary parts – either given by BT or through a PC grant for paint/brushes.  Work will start soon now that the weather has improved. 

At some stage a decision will have to be made as to what use will be made of the box, possibly either the installation of a defibrillator or maybe pop-up bar which was mentioned a while ago.
    11. Matters raised by Leweston and Lillington residents
A blocked/crushed drain 200m East of Windmill Hill Farm was raised last year by Les Evans and some work was done with Les in attendance. This has been satisfactorily completed. 
    12. Any Other Business   
Cherry Willoughby raised the question of whether Voltalia would be providing any compensation to the Church for the loss of a view with regard to the solar farm installation. NW noted that Voltalia had provided the solar panels for the CVCH and discussions are on-ongoing concerning a contribution to the Church. It was generally felt that the view from the village was not obtrusive. 
Post Meeting Note. NW spoke with Voltalia who said that the donation from the Voltalia Community Benefit Fund to the church would generate between £5-10K in due course, liaison being with MAM.
It was noted that a Voltalia guard dog had escaped from the site on several occasions and this had been reported to the RSPCA. 
Diana Pinney noted that the promised planting of 400 trees, required as a condition of the planning consent for the solar farm, had not actually taken place. NW agreed to take this matter forward with Voltalia. 
Post Meeting Note. NW spoke with Voltalia who confirmed that the tree planting would go ahead in accordance with the Dorset Council Landscape Ecology and Landscape Plan. It has started and would be finished shortly after the site works are finished in 2025.
Diana Pinney noted that delivery drivers were driving on the verge to avoid the wall opposite her property and enquired as to whether large stones could be placed on the verge to dissuade this behaviour. NW commented that this is a matter for Dorset Council Highways to consider and noted that if vehicles are damaged by the placing of stones on the highway verge, liability would probably be attributable to the householder. 
There being no further business the Chairman concluded the meeting at 6.51 pm. 
							David Green, Clerk to CVPC
